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A GIFT & A nosh
Schedule a visit to see Rose 
Schnitzer Manor for yourself and 
receive a $10 New Seasons Market 
gift card, plus a box full of delicious goodies — 
fresh from our on-site, kosher bakery.

The road to a healthy caregiving 
experience is easier to navigate when 
you’re aware of the common roadblocks.
Vicki Schmall, Ph.D., author of The Caregiver 
Helpbook: Powerful Tools for Caregiving, will 
teach how to maintain your personal well-
being, while providing care and support.

Call (503) 535-4004 or visit us at 
www.RoseSchnitzerManor.org.

Packing Your Caregiver Success Kit 
Sunday, March 30 • 1:30pm to 3:00pm

THE CHICKEN SOUP LECTURE SERIES

The first five people who RSVP and 
attend the workshop will receive 
a FREE copy of Dr. Schmall’s book, 
The Caregiver Helpbook:  
Powerful Tools for Caregiving.  

Please RSVP by Sunday, March 23.

International Auctioneers and Appraisers 
bonhams.com/oregon
©2014 Bonhams & Butterfields Auctioneers Corp. All Rights Reserved. Bond No. 57bsbes3248

Auction Appraisals 
Asian Art
March, Portland

A Bonhams specialist will be visiting Portland 
to provide complimentary auction estimates 
with a view to selling at upcoming auctions 
in New York and San Francisco.

By appointment only
+1 (503) 312 6023
sheryl.acheson@bonhams.com
 

Found in Portland,  
Sold in San Francisco for $509,000 
A fine nephrite carving of a mythical beast
17th/18th century

 4:30-7:30 PMMAY 18TH, 2014

TICKETS ON SALE MARCH 2014
PCC SYLVANIA, PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

503.535.4422 www.cedarsinaipark.org/jewtopia

Honor and benefit those who need you most, the 
residents at the Robison Jewish Health Center.

Made possible by: R&H Construction, Greg Baurer 
Floor Covering, Holzman Foundation, Inc., McKes-
son Medical Surgical, Ruben J. & Elizabeth 
Menashe, Solomon D. & Rosalyn Menashe, The 
Presentation Company, Steinberg Investment 
Group...and other generous supporters

Bryan Fogel’s hilarious off-broadway one-man show comes to Portland for the first time 
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GevurtzMenashe.com

Family law and estate planning expertise to guide your sure and stable future.

A Cena’s kitchen staff visited Florence 
two years ago. During the trip they visited 
three of vineyards whose wine they serve. 
From left at Felsina Vineyards are: Douglas 
Frierott, Gina Rollo (server), Jeremy Hansen 
(line cook), Gabe Gabreski (chef), Chris 
Custer (owner), Melissa Dolinsky (now 
Karman), Michael Karman (sous chef) and 
Caterina Massocolin, granddaughter of the 
Felsina Vineyards owner. 
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While it’s healthy to take a day to unplug from technology 
and reconnect with family and friends face to face, we recognize 
that technology can be a great way to connect to family and 
friends who live too far away to see regularly. Facebook and 
other social media are ideal ways to share your children’s latest 
achievements. In future issues of J Kids & Teens too, we invite 
parents to share those cute moments or astute observations with 
Oregon’s Jewish community. Just email me (editor@ojlife.com) 
funny or insightful comments from your kids, along with photos, 
and we’ll share them in future issues.

Although my sons are now grown, I well remember the de-
light or horror of hearing my child share a truth unencumbered 
by the perceived limitations of society. I refer to horror in the 
sense of embarrassment when that truth was regarding a nearby 
adult – like the time my first-grader asked loudly, “Mommy, why 
does that man want to die?” As I sat momentarily stunned, he 
added, “Smoking kills people.” (OK, so maybe I hammered on 
the anti-smoking message pretty hard when they were young, 
but neither of my sons smoke!)

Nowadays as empty-nesters, we rely on 
our 3-year-old golden retriever Ajax (named 
for the Greek hero, not the cleanser) to 
provide comic relief, and occasionally good 
advice! Here’s a photo of our proud boy 
reminding us what is important in life (and 
no, we didn’t stage this – we simply gave 
him an empty Cheerios box to play with, 
and he tore it up and then paraded around 
with the one remaining piece). 

I’m sharing my photo to inspire you to share yours.

Food is such an integral part of Jewish 
culture, that this month we devoted not 
just our cover story, but an entire section 
to the topic that nearly everyone loves. We 
have highlighted chefs, bakers and other 
culinary mavens as they share their views 
on food, wine, restaurants and cooking. 

This month Oregon Jewish Life 
introduces our expanded coverage for kids, 
teens and their parents. We hope you’ll 

find our new “J Kids & Teens too” section a valuable resource. 
The debut section features a special coverage of camp options 
for the coming summer. With spring break this month, summer 
vacation is just around the corner, and so are some of the camps 
we feature. We also introduce a new Jewish overnight camp 
devoted to sport enthusiasts; the West Coast camp is part of the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp Specialty Camp Incubator, which 
is designed to launch specialty camps to attract youth that might 
not otherwise attend a Jewish summer camp.

This month’s J Kids also features a plea for Portland’s Jewish 
community to support the influx of low-income students who 
have recently moved into a new affordable housing complex in 
the heart of the Jewish community in Southwest Portland. 

On another note, did you know that the National Day 
of Unplugging (from technology) has its roots in the Jewish 
Shabbat? Read all about it in J Kids.

1221 SW Yamhill Street, Suite 301, Portland, Oregon 97205
P| 503.226.7079    W| www.JFCS-Portland.org

JFCS & YOU
Saving Lives, Restoring Hope

Assisting 1200 people here at home last 
year, with 12,000 services.

Each one of us will need 
help sometime in life.
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Serving the Portland Metro area for 22 years

JOE MENASHE 
Managing principal broker

 Surveyed in the top 7% 
of all Portland Real Estate Professionals for 2014 

Portland Monthly Magazine

The Portland area real estate market 
is back in full swing and opportunities abound—

Selling or Buying?...  Let me help you with your next move

Let’s talk soon
503-784-1855 

JoeMenashe@RealtyTrust.com

Editor’s Letter

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thank you. Great magazine. As a newcomer, Oregon Jewish Life provides a 

wonderful way to keep connected with our community. — Eric Brown | Portland

I just received the February issue of Oregon Jewish life. Amy Hirschberg 
Lederman’s piece (Jewish Soul Mates: Are you my beshert?) is a truly beautiful 
article about what it means to be or have a beshert. I am a huge believer. 

I think that’s how things happen and many good and loving relationships are 
sparked that way. It is a beautiful, beautiful article. — Ester Leutenberg

Amy Hirshberg Lederman’s storied connection (Soul Mates, February 
Oregon Jewish Life) is wonderful! But it sends and reinforces the erroneous 
Disneyland/Hollywood belief that one person completes another and they can 
live happily ever after. Setting the bar at that threshold by citing the Ba’al Shem 
Tov perpetuates the illusory myth that this soul mate is a blessed union from on 
high and anything else is but a soulful relationship.

At best, Amy’s amazing story is something to aspire to, at worst it is unat-
tainable advice to future newlyweds that can only lead them down the path of 
frustration and disillusionment when they fall short of this seemingly blessed 
perfection. Work, raising a family, being in a family, health, financial difficulties, 
death, distractions, bad stuff, and good stuff, too, have to be transcended and 
balanced in the joint undertaking that is marriage. That is how a couple can 
realize what Amy and her husband have achieved – beshert.

It is from working together that the Ba’al Shem Tov’s words of creating a 
brighter light from their united being are realized. — David Jove
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[UPFRONT]

By Deborah Moon

Devorah Spilman found her calling at age 18 when working 
in a preschool. Then and there she realized the power stories 
have to move people – or in the case of squirmy preschoolers, 
to sit still as stories transport them to new lands and deeper 
understanding.

For more than 30 years she has honed her craft, and now 
she teaches others to use the power of stories to move donors 
to give and to move potential customers to buy a company’s 
products or services.

“A story sparks emotion that inspires the impulse to buy,” 
says Spilman. “The impulse to buy comes from emotion, then 
people can analyze.” 

In all of her storytelling personas, Devorah says she tries to 
create deep, authentic experiences that invoke images that stay 
with her audience. 

It was her work as a storyteller at Portland Jewish Academy 
that provided her first entree into the arena of training others 
to use the power of stories. When her daughter was a student at 
PJA, Mara Woloshin heard Devorah telling stories.

“She was an engaged parent and she loved my storytelling,” 
says Devorah. “She was working with United Way, and she asked 
me to teach them to use their stories. I’d never done that before. 
Mara is the one who said, ‘You can do this.’ So I did eight to 10 
trainings for United Way (in 2004). They went from telling about 
United Way’s stories to actually telling real stories.”

With young children of her own, Devorah continued to focus 
on storytelling for children until 2012, when Kim Rosenberg 
similarly recognized the value of Devorah’s skills. Kim was the 
Campaign Chair for the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland, 
and she asked Devorah to teach solicitors how to use stories as 
they spoke to donors. 

In December 2012 Devorah unveiled her InStory technique, 
working with about 20 federation volunteers and staff. Devorah’s 
InStory exercises lead a group to discover group rapport, creative 
insights and renewed vision by tapping into their subconscious 
and finding the images and stories that transmit the group’s mis-
sion in a memorable way.

Federation staffer Caron Rothstein says the training was very 
effective for both veteran and newcomer solicitors. 

“It gave them a different way to frame the conversation,” says 
Caron. “It’s another tool in their toolbox of being a successful 
solicitor. It’s very authentic. She wasn’t asking anyone to be 

 As a clown, storyteller for kids or StorySelling consultant, Devorah 
Spilman knows stories move people

Devorah the clown

Before becoming a professional storyteller, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in community studies with an emphasis on arts 
in education from the University of California at Santa Cruz 
and completed a one-year, full-time training program at the Dell 
’Arte School of Physical Theatre.

In Portland’s Jewish community, she has been a visible 
presence since she moved to Portland in 1999, telling stories 
designed to provide emotional understanding of Jewish values 
and concepts at preschools (complete with puppets), day schools, 
religious schools and synagogues. Her clown persona, Dilly 
Zoozilly, uses children’s humor to develop self-esteem. Dilly 
Zoozilly spent July and August 2001 bringing laughter to Israeli 
children traumatized by violence swirling around them during 
the second intifada. Having lived in Israel for nearly a decade in 
the mid-’80s to mid-’90s, she was able to entertain the children 
in Hebrew.

3 Personas –1 Mission

Spilman StorySelling: 503-245-2509 | devorahsp@yahoo.com | spilmanstoryselling.com

artificial. She showed us how to take our own personal experi-
ences and incorporate them into giving. … Devorah is a very 
genuine, authentic person – that is really refreshing.”

Devorah also describes herself as authentic. She sees the 
different clothing and personas she presents as the outward 
trappings that “meet the needs of the people who I bring it to.”

To help children understand deep concepts, she uses puppets 
or clown attire; to teach business people to incorporate what is 
essentially an art form into their work, she presents a corporate 
image.

“The training is very useful at upping their skill level in terms 
of emotionally connecting with clients,” says Devorah.

Kim was so pleased with the results at federation that she 
hired Devorah to help her find stories she could use in her work 
as a financial planner at Rosenbaum Financial. She says the 
initial InStory session and some follow-up sessions have been 
very useful.

“Devorah is always sitting on my shoulder when I meet with 
a client,” says Kim. “I hear her voice saying: ‘What questions can 
I ask to learn more about the person in front of me, and which 
story in my library of stories can I use to make the biggest 
imprint to move the client to an emotional change?’ I always 
incorporate stories in my meetings now. I have found a signifi-
cant change in the trust factor rising with my clients.”

In December 2012 Devorah also launched her website, 
spilmanstoryselling.com, to offer corporate and nonprofit 
StorySelling trainings and consultations. Her website also 

Devorah the  
business consultant 

Photo by Jon Perrin

Devorah  
the storyteller 

Photo by Jon Perrin

Community Seder Seder Menu

New to area?

Chicken Soup 
with Ma�a Balls

Create a 
lasting Seder
memory filled

with rich history
and great food!

Meet new Friends!

Call 503-265-4397 for Reservations

Accepting Reservations Now

Megina
Fasoulia

Sephardic Red Salmon
Sephardic Haroseth

$42 per person

409 SW 11th Ave.  Portland Oregon  97205

Space is limited. Invite Your Friends.

Family Friendly 
Haggadah 

Join us for a Community Seder Dinner
Tuesday, April 15th from 7-9pm

 

You are invited, 
please join us.

Chicken with Lemon, Olives

$20 children 12 & younger
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he spent over five years in the fund services and accounting 
departments. Prior to that, he was a corporate accountant for seven 
years.

“We are thrilled to have Chris join our team and bring his 
exceptional experience in community foundation finance and 
accounting to OJCF,” says OJCF Executive Director Julie Diamond. 
“Chris is the right person at the right time to support OJCF’s growth 
and commitment to providing excellence in philanthropy for our 
Jewish community.”
503-248-9328 | chrisv@ojcf.org  
 

NW Investment Counselors adds principal
Christel P. Turkiewicz has been made a principal 

at Northwest Investment Counselors. She has 
been with the firm since September of 2010 as a 
relationship manager. She brings over 20 years 
of experience in the financial services industry 
to the firm including portfolio management and 
ownership of an investment education company. 

Christel holds a Series 65 Securities License as well as a Chartered 
Retirement Planning Counselor designation. She earned her M.B.A. 
in finance from the University of Oregon and B.S. in accounting from 
the University of Colorado. 
503-607-0045 | cturkiewicz@nwic.net | nwic.net

BB Camp and BBYO to share director 
Portland native Sam Swire has assumed the 

roles of B’nai B’rith Camp assistant director and 
BBYO Portland city director in a shared position.

With BB Camp, Sam is responsible for the 
development of year-round camper engagement 
programming with the goal of deepening 
campers’ connections to their Jewish identity 

and friendships through camp activities in the city. Sam will oversee 
the Goodman Camping Initiative, which focuses on programming to 
enhance the understanding of modern Israeli history.

“This is the first joint role of its kind in the country, which is 
a challenge that suits Sam as he is dynamic and relates well to 
people of all ages,” says BB Camp director Michelle Koplan. 

His BBYO position focuses on growing involvement of teens to 
have more meaningful Jewish experiences and learn the skills to 
become good leaders. Portland currently has four chapters.

“I hope to plant seeds of Jewish passion with campers and BBYO 
teens so that kids will become involved Jewish adults,” says Sam. 

Sam received his B.A. in political science with minors in Judaic 
studies and business administration at the University of Oregon.
503-345-9451 | sswire@bbcamp.org  

Janet Storm takes post at City of Portland
The Oregon Jewish Community Foundation 

has announced that Janet Storm will leave the 
foundation for a position with the City of Portland. 
Originally from Boston, Janet has a bachelor’s 
degree in communications from Emerson College. 
Her new position will be as a management analyst 
in the communications department of the City of 

Portland’s Office of Management and Finance. The OMF supports 
the operational needs of City of Portland bureaus, as well as 
coordination and leadership on overall administrative services.

Janet has been with OJCF for 12 years, originally as 
administration and communications manager and more recently at 
the foundation’s marketing and donor-relations manager. In her new 
role with the city, Janet will continue her work in design, copywriting 
and web content in addition to research and data analysis and 
project management support.

“Janet has played an important role in successfully elevating 
awareness of the OJCF brand,” says OJCF Executive Director Julie 
Diamond.

 Vitron joins Oregon Jewish Community Foundation
Chris Vitron joined the Oregon Jewish 

Community Foundation in December as director 
of finance and operations.

At OJCF he will direct the accounting and 
financial functions of the foundation as well 
as being responsible for oversight of human 
resources and IT management. Chris comes to 

the foundation from The Oregon Community Foundation, where 

[BIZ IN AND OUT]

Business Ins & Outs welcomes submissions of news 
items. Send brief and a photo to Oregon Jewish Life 
Editor-in-Chief at deborah.moon@ojlife.com.

features web sessions, audio presentations and online consulting.
When she works with corporate clients, she says she helps 

them think about their product or service as something that 
solves a problem for their customers.

She says she asks them, “What is the image or metaphor for 
what your product does for your client?”

One of her corporate clients told her he would go into a sales 
presentation with hundreds of PowerPoint slides and realize “I 
have so much information, I lose them.”

Devorah helped him come up with a metaphor that gave the 
essence of how his service helped solve problems. He told her in 
his next presentation, he used the image to capture the client’s 
attention and then was able to hold their interest as he used his 
PowerPoint presentation to provide the specifics. He won the 
large contract.

In addition to InStory training, she also offers extended 
consulting with clients to help them learn to use the stories they 
find through InStory. 

Though her business consulting is taking up more and more 
of her time, she still enjoys telling stories to children and says 
she will never turn down an opportunity to perform as Dilly 
Zoozilly. Her husband, Jacob Spilman, is a family therapist. Their 
daughters are 11-year-old Elianna and 15-year-old Hannah. The 
family belongs to Congregation Kesser Israel.  

“Now I do storytelling and puppets at Kesser every Shabbat 
for kids,” says Devorah. “Kesser is my shul, and that’s how I give 
back.”  

 
 

Elianna, Devorah, Jacob and Hannah Spilman.

Proactive
Proficient
Professional 

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Jeanne Paul
Principal Real Estate Broker
Windermere Cronin & Caplan Realty Group, Inc.

JEANNEPAULTEAM.COM 

503.810.8195

Hadassah!  
Saving Lives; Saving Children!

Operation Music Aid gives at-risk Israeli children 
in three Hadassah-supported youth villages the 
opportunity to grow through music. Through efforts 
coordinated by Hadassah and American music 
store owners Ethel Anne Chorney and George 
Hauer, instruments were sent to children in need 
at Ramat Hadassah Szold, Hadassah Neurim and 
Meir Shfeyah youth villages.

 Hadassah.org/pnw
 LIKE us on Facebook: Hadassah PNW Region
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[ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT]

By Deborah Moon

From a solid foundation of adapting compelling Jewish 
stories, the Jewish Theatre Collaborative soared into this season 
with the ultimate Page2Stage experience for Oregon audiences, 
which culminates this month with a world premiere Mainstage 
production. 

This year JTC has drawn on successful elements piloted 
in its previous five seasons to create a season-long experience 
centered around one novel, A Pigeon & a Boy by Meir Shalev. 
In November staged readings of Chapter One introduced the 
community to the stories of love and loss that the novel explores 

from British-mandate Palestine of the 1940s through 
Israel today. In January and February, Footnote 

performances put the novel into context with 
performances about the roles of memory and 

home. The season culminates with the world 
premiere production of A Pigeon & a Boy 
March 22-April 12 at Milagro Theatre, 
where JTC is in residency.

While JTC has used each of these 
approaches in previous seasons, this is the 

first time the company has woven all the ele-
ments into a theatrical tapestry that enables audiences to experi-
ence the novel on many levels over the course of the season.

JTC Founder and Executive Director Sacha Reich adapted 
the novel with JTC core company member Doren Elias. The 
Mainstage production is told entirely using Shalev’s words, “but 
only 20,000 of his 400,000 words,” says Sacha. “The language 
has such power. As we are adapting, we are shedding so much 
text to make a two-hour production out of a novel of 300 pages.”

The process of adapting stories to stage is JTC’s bedrock.
“Our narrative adaptations have been exhilarating,” says 

Sacha. Reflecting on her adaptation of Charlotte Salomon’s 
Life? or Theater?, Sacha asks: “How do you take a huge book of 
art, text and music … (and) bring it to 3D and let the audience 
experience the art … and what Charlotte heard in her head?”

Apparently she did it exceptionally well. In a 2011 review 
in the Jewish Review, Editor Paul Haist called it “a night of 
profoundly stimulating theater … uncommonly sophisticated. … 
It was memorable theater of the highest order.”

Jewish Theatre Collaborative  
soars to new heights on wings 
of “Pigeon”

Clockwise from top left: JTC founder Sacha Reich. A Pigeon (name 
unknown) and a Boy (Sam Dinkowitz). JTC cast of A Pigeon & a Boy, 
Chantal DeGroat, Crystal Ann Muñoz, Matt Pavik, Sam Dinkowitz, 
Darius Pierce, Nick Ferrucci, Lorraine Bahr, Doren Elias and, not 
pictured, Jamie M. Rea. Photos by Fridrike Heuer

OJCYF is a program of the 
OregOn Jewish COmmunity FOundatiOn

SAVE THE DATE!

A Benefit Dinner for 
The Oregon Jewish Community Youth Foundation.
All proceeds will be granted back to the community.

Thursday May 1, 2014, 5:30 - 8:30 PM
Mittleman Jewish Community Center 

Stern Family Ballroom

Journeys of Generosity
  Imagine...

Teen Philanthropy Celebration
Featuring Steve Eisenbach-Budner, 
Founder of TIVNU: Building Justice

SEASON SPONSORS:

RONNI LACROUTE

A R T I S T S  R E P E R T O R Y  T H E A T R E

ar t i s t s rep.org
5 0 3 . 2 4 1 . 1 2 7 8  

FEB 25 - MAR 30

Stephen Adly Guirgis
Kevin Jones

directed
Stephen Adly 

directed
Stephen Adly 

by

by Guirgis

3-SHOW PACKAGES UNDER $100!
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Looking back on that experience, 
Sacha says, “Bringing that 
to life was such an exciting 

opportunity. You hope 
you will have the op-

portunity to have a 
few more of those 
highs in life. 
Those highs come 

from the adapta-
tions we do.”

Like its latest production, the roots 
of JTC are in Israel. A Portland na-
tive, Sacha moved to Israel in 1990, 
graduating from Hebrew University 
before spending three years training as a 
director at Seminar Hakibbutzim in Tel 
Aviv. Her grad project involved a Hebrew 
version of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. 
She served as the dramaturgue (provid-
ing context and history) in a Hebrew 
production of Comedy of Errors. “I had 
a background in Shakespeare, so I was 
involved in the development of the trans-
lation and understanding the nitty-gritty 
of what is embedded in the lines.”

In 1997 she moved to New York and 
then to the Bay area, where she had a 
theater company. She and her husband, 
Aaron Pearlman, also a Portland native, 
returned to their hometown in 2002 “to 
re-root ourselves here and to contribute 
to the growth of community here.”

The family, which now includes Lev, 
13, and Ravit, 9, are members of Havurah 
Shalom.

Initially Sacha taught Judaic studies 
at Portland Jewish Academy, and her 
theater work was outside the Jewish 
community. She directed two produc-
tions and served as the artistic associate 
for Miracle Theatre Group, aka Milagro 
Teatro, where JTC is now in residency.

Sacha credits Aaron with the idea that 
led to JTC. “Stories are central to our ex-
perience as Jews, to how we see ourselves 
and the world,” says Sacha. “Aaron’s idea 
was how could we use theater as a really 
effective vehicle for story – to use that 
tradition in a new way. Theater is a vehicle 
for stories to gather community around 
complex conversations. That is central to 
all the programs we’ve developed.”

She says her relationship with Milagro 
and its founder and executive director 
José González have provided a model and 
mentorship to help JTC create a theater 
company responsive to and of service to 
the community – one that is culturally 
specific, yet resonates with the broader 
community through universal themes.

Sacha believes part of JTC’s work is 
to increase literacy in the community in 
terms of the complexities of Israel. “There 
is a low level of literacy, but strong polar-
ization, so it’s difficult to talk about Israel 
respectfully and thoughtfully,” says Sacha.

That thought sparked both the current 
production and JTC’s pilot project in 
2008, a series of staged readings in con-
junction with a Portland State University 
summer course, Israel @ 60 Onstage. The 
series was designed “to use theater to 
bring together community to experience 
multiple perspectives at once.” The series 
also launched JTC’s now traditional 

“talkbacks” to provide both an opportu-
nity for people to learn more and a forum 
to talk to each other and reflect.

Since their inaugural year, JTC has 
brought a series of original performances 
based on stories to diverse audiences. 
Their adaptations of Grace Paley, Etgar 
Keret and PJ Library book selections have 
been performed at schools and libraries. 
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Well-
Being – a biographical play about Jewish 
American hero and public health pioneer 
Lillian Wald now has become a JTC 
touring company show that is now a pilot 
project in Portland Public Schools in the 
health and wellness curriculum.

In 2012 JTC piloted its Chapter 
One concept with a staged reading 
of My Father’s Paradise to launch the 
community-wide celebration of One 
Book, One Community for Jewish Book 
Month. JTC presented a staged reading 
of the first chapter of Ariel Sabar’s 
memoir that included art and foods from 
Kurdish Iraq and a talkback.

“The first pages of a book are where 
it happens or doesn’t happen for people,” 
says Sacha, noting the staged reading 
was designed to get people into the book 
so they would read it and participate in 
other events over the month. “People told 
me they would hear those voices (of the 
actors) as they read the rest of the book.”

Here pidgy, pidgy, pidgy. No task is too daunting for the director, 
Sacha Reich, who joins Sam Dinkowitz for some face time with real 

pigeons. Photo by Fridrike Heuer

Jamie M. Rea starred as Lillian 
in Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 

Well-Being: The Story of Lillian 
Wald in 2011 at performances 

celebrating 100 years of Oregon 
Health & Science University’s 

School of Nursing; she continues 
to play the role in JTC’s touring 

production. Photo by Steve 
Hambuchen

 

JTC FOUNDER/EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sacha Reich

JTC CORE COMPANY
Doren Elias
Jamie M. Rea
Avital Shira (better known in 
Portland’s Jewish community as 
Avital Rutenberg Schoenberg)
Wendy Wilcox

 

A PIGEON & A BOY
WHEN: March 22-April 12

WHERE: Milagro Theatre, 525 SE Stark St., 
Portland

TICKETS: jewishtheatrecollaborative.
org or brownpapertickets.com

JTC: jewishtheatrecollaborative.org | 503-512-0582 | Milagro Theatre: 525 SE Stark St., Portland

 “Audiences encouraged us to take them 
on the journey of this book. And it was a 

journey we wanted to take.”  
– Sacha Reich, JTC executive director

JTC’s Footnotes concept began during 2012’s Fertile Ground 
festival with the thematically driven presentation of Café 
Baghdad. Though not derived from a specific book, this staged 
reading of memoirs explored the reality of Jewish, Muslim and 
Christian coexistence in 1920s’ Iraq, when 20% of the popula-
tion was Jewish.

When JTC returned to the 2013 Fertile Ground festival, the 

audience’s reception of a staged reading of an excerpt from A 
Pigeon & a Boy inspired the company to choose the novel as its 
first season-long project.

“Both audiences and artists involved were stirred by the 
experience,” says Sacha. “Shalev’s beautiful language popped to 
life on the stage, and the themes of the novel seemed deeply 
resonant with audiences of all backgrounds. Perhaps it was the 
language, the love story, the mystery, the flight of the pigeon 
or the meditation on home – audiences encouraged us to take 
them on the journey of this book. And it was a journey we 
wanted to take.”  

SEASON
2013 -14 

10TH ANNIVERSARY

director’s 
choiceapr 3 - 5   /  7:30pm

newmark theatre
1111 sw broadway

world premiere
state of  matter

harmonie défigurée
a fine balance

sarah slipper

ihsan rustem

patrick delcroix

sarah slipper

ticketsnwdanceproject.org / 503.828.8285
also available at Portland’5 box of fice

photo / blaine truitt covert      dancers / andrea parson + franco nieto

portland stage reviews

“…one of  the hottest 
dance companies

in America.”

sponsored in part bymedia sponsor

The Paul G. Allen
Family Foundation

Music by: Michael Allen Harrison 
Book and Lyrics by: Alan Berg 

Narrated by: Rabbi Emanuel Rose 
Featuring the talents of Cantor Ida Rae Cahana, Julianne R. Johnson, 

Kirk Mouser and members of the Portland Youth Philharmonic 
 

Saturday, April 5, 7:30 p.m. & Sunday, April 6, 2:00 p.m.  
Portland State University, College of the Arts 

 Lincoln Performance Hall 
Portland, Oregon 

 
Tickets on sale via the PSU Box Office 
http://www.pdx.edu/boxoffice/home 

Contact: info@oajconline.org for more information 
www.oajconline.org 

Funded in part by a generous grant from 
 the Leonard and Lois Schnitzer Supporting Fund of OJCF 

 

Oregon Area Jewish Committee Presents 
Crossing Over: A Musical Haggadah 
A Celebration of Passover and Crossing the Red Sea 
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in March

1953 NW Kearney St., Portland, OR 97209
503-226-3600
www.ojm.org

Tue-Thu 10:30am-4pm
Fri 10:30am-3pm
Sat-Sun noon-4pm

Sara Harwin
through April 20, 2014
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OregOn Jewish MuseuM

Back by popular demand, Jewish music’s rising star Benny 
Friedman will take the stage along with Michael Allen 
Harrison, considered the “Grand Maestro” of Portland, at 2 pm, 
March 30, in Salem. The program is called “Songs of Freedom.” 

“There was such a tremendous emotional outpouring from 
people who attended last year’s concert we are doing it again; 
but this time you will be entertained by two world-renowned 
performers in a multicultural Musical Retreat!” says Rabbi 
Avrohom Perlstein, director of the Chabad Jewish Center of 

[ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT]

March concert unites Benny Friedman and Michael Allen Harrison on Salem stage

Michael Allen Harrison and Benny Friedman will perform solo as 
well as duet performances in Salem March 30.

Michael Allen Harrison and Benny Friedman will perform “Songs 
of Freedom” Sunday, March 30, at the Chemeketa Salem Campus 
Auditorium 6, located at 4000 Lancaster Drive NE, Salem. Access 
is easy from 45th Street and parking is convenient (use the purple 
parking lot). The concert will be preceded by a silent auction 
benefiting the Chabad Jewish Center of Salem. 

Doors open for the silent auction at 1 pm with the concert beginning 
at 2 pm. Tickets, including a dessert buffet, are $18 for students 
and children; $21 seniors, $25 general admission with advance 
reservations. Tickets are $25 seniors and $28 general admission at 
the door.

For more information or to RSVP: JewishSalem.com or call 
503-269-4666. 

Salem and organizer of the event. “Music is such a powerful unit-
ing force that we need to use it to bring as many people together 
(as possible), for unity can heal many of the world’s problems.” 

Benny’s musical career began at age 13 when he started per-
forming at small local events and audiences were mesmerized by 
his dazzling voice. Passionate about both singing and his ability 
to inspire people through music, Benny spent four years working 
with Hollywood vocal coach Seth Riggs.

Benny split his time between recording his albums and mak-
ing appearances all over the country. His albums “Taamu” and 
“Yesh Tikvah,” as well as his new CD “B’nei Heichala,” were 
released to much acclaim.

Working toward his goal of inspiring people through music, 
Benny has devoted countless hours to making music that is 
meaningful. Not only do his impeccable vocals appear on 
“Chasoif,” “Unity” and “Berachamim,” three singles recorded 
to raise money for tzedakah, he performed at Nariman House 
on the first anniversary of the Mumbai massacre. Benny is also 
resuming his 2006 “Songs and Stories of Judaism” concert series, 
exploring fundamental concepts of Judaism through music and 
lore with Jews all across the country.

Michael’s unique brand of music ranges from movie scores to 
passionate arrangements for piano, orchestra, ballet, jazz, fusion, 
smooth jazz, pop, new age and adult contemporary. With Rabbi 
Alan Berg, he created a multimedia celebration of Passover, titled 
“Crossing Over: A Musical Haggadah,” which they presented in 
2012 and 2013.

“Both Michael Allen Harrison and Benny Friedman will 
perform solo as well as duet performances, which should bring 
the audience to their feet clapping and singing to their music! 
It is sure to be a memorable afternoon,” says Caren (Chaia 
Leah) Horensten, who is helping the Chabad Jewish Center of 
Salem organize the event. “This year’s venue is the Chemeketa 
Community College’s Auditorium 6, which is acoustically 
designed for the enjoyment of musical and theatrical perfor-
mances. This venue has had performances by Willamette Valley 
Symphony Orchestra, and The Pentacle Theater performs their 
benefit musical annually (there) to sold-out audiences.” 

Dear Helen:
I have a position to fill that involves a mix of high-level quan-

titative and technical skill and also helping with office support. 
The high-end functions are specialized, but a smart person could 
learn them with a good trainer. The office skills are simplistic 
and tedious – answering phones and doing filing, which sounds 
simple, but it matters that all records are accessible to other staff. 
The real critical factor is a sense of teamwork, because it is a 
four-person office with an absentee male owner. The rest of us 
are women. We all answer the phone as needed (it happens in 
spurts) even though our jobs are also technical. We’ve never had 
a problem working around one another’s busy times. I have a 
male applicant who knows the quant work cold, but I’m worried 
the new guy might be a prima donna and think he’s too good for 
the office work. I don’t want to be biased, but I’m nervous about 
spending scarce resources on a bad hire. Am I:

Biased?

Dear Biased:
Yes, you’re biased. Note that even 100 years ago it was revo-

lutionary to have female clerks let alone supervisors. Watching 
“Mad Men” is hard: it feels uncomfortably reminiscent of my 
working youth. But times have changed. What many of us knew 
as the norm has changed by light-years. Grow up and get with 
the times. Women and men can, should and do share all sorts 
of office roles, even if the glass ceiling still exists at a corporate-
board level.

That said, in case your instincts are right, having the owner 
deliver the phone, office and teamwork messages might add teeth 
to them. Even if that’s not possible, make it clear that everyone, 
with a capital “E,” answers phones and that keeping the job is 
dependant on helping, no matter how good his technical work 
would be. Set up a schedule of phone zones that’s explicit about 
who’s first up when. Everyone has boring non-technical work 
they can do during those times, like filing, email clean up and 
other non-quantitative tasks. Once you’re comfortable with 
him, you can get looser about scheduling. If this feels right to 
you, give him a shot. If not, run the ad again and see if you find 
someone you really jive with. Beyond your bias, in any very small 
office it’s especially important that people like one another and 
back each other up.
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A resident of Eugene since 1981, Helen 
is a member of Temple Beth Israel, where 

she studies and speaks on Torah. She 
claims to have black belts in schmoozing, 

problem-solving and chutzpah. She’s a 
writer and an artist (kabbalahglass.com). 

Please email your questions to helen@
yourjewishfairygodmother.com and check 
out the blog at kabbalahglass.com/blog/

Join the modern era — men and 
women can share office duties

AskHelen
A Nosh of Jewish Wisdom:  

Between bad company and loneliness,  
choose the latter.

To create your Jewish Legacy, contact:
Sonia Marie Leikam, Executive Director 

 Oregon Holocaust  Resource Center  
Soniamarie@ohrconline.org or call 503-245-2733

With your contribution or legacy bequest, we can  
assure that never again becomes a reality. Consider a 
gift to the Oregon Holocaust Memorial and Education  
Endowment Fund of the OJCF.

How will you ensure 
that we never forget?
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By Deborah Moon

Where does a chef in an Italian 
restaurant with more than 30 years of 
experience go to ensure the foods he is 
plating each night are authentic? Why 
Italy of course.

Michael Karman, sous chef of a Cena 
restaurant in Sellwood, joined Italian-
born chef Gabe Gabreski, restaurant 
owner Chris Custer and other restaurant 
staff, family and friends for an August 
2012 experience in Italy.

Michael came from Chicago to 
Portland to help Chris, his friend of some 
30 years, prepare a Cena for its opening. 
In June 2008, he moved to Portland to 
cook at a Cena, Italian for “come to sup-
per.” Since then he’s been a familiar face 
at some Jewish community food events, 
including a Jewish Federation women’s 
Impact event devoted to food and two 
Taste of Temple fund-raisers. 

Though the Italian restaurant in 
Sellwood opened shortly before the 
Recession began, it has grown steadily, 
earned a loyal following and garnered 
heady reviews. Executive Chef Gabe 
Gabreski is from Bolgna, Italy, and 
serves up plenty of Bolognese sauces and 
lamb dishes at a Cena, but many others 
involved in the restaurant have roots in 
Chicago’s restaurant scene. So in 2012 
they took a field trip.

“We went to Italy to see Italian life 
and Italian food, so we can make sure we 
can get that on the plate,” says Michael 
of the trip. The a Cena crew visited three 
vineyards, whose wine they serve, and 
sampled Tuscan foods near Florence.

For Michael, the trip is especially 
memorable. He took the opportunity to 
propose to Melissa Dolinsky, who was 
born blocks from his home in Chicago, 
but whom he didn’t meet till he joined 
the a Cena staff, where she was on the 
waitstaff. Melissa now works at another 
Italian restaurant in town. The couple 
married Sept. 1, 2013.

Professionally the trip was also a suc-
cess in that it reinforced many of their 
ideas.

a Cena: 7742 SE 13th Ave., Sellwood | 503-206-3291 | acenapdx.com

The Zen 
     of Pasta

Some of the staff from Sellwood Italian restaurant a Cena visited Italy two years ago. 
Enjoying the sights are Melissa Dolinsky (now Karman), Sous Chef Michael Karman and 
Executive Chef Gabe Gabreski.

“A recipe has no soul. You, 
as the cook, must bring 
soul to the recipe.”  
~Thomas Keller

INSIDE
• The Zen of Pasta

• Personal chef’s authentic 
 cuisine

• A taste of Israel

• Eugene Food Scene: Waffles

• Combining food and social 
 activism

• Food fetish or pathway to 
 holiness?

• Purim gifts of food and unity

• NW Nosh: Hidden Gems

• Who would you invite to 
 dinner?
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“Italian food is all about the ingredients,” Michael says. 
“Most of it is very simple and not over manipulated. If you have 
really good ingredients and put them together well, you don’t 
have to do much to it.”

The restaurant group had one big surprise: “We didn’t find 
a lot of handmade pasta,” says Michael, who loves to make a 
variety of noodles at a Cena. “They said nobody makes pici 
(hand-rolled, thick, spaghetti-style noodles) anymore. The 
Italians use dried noodles.”

That’s not a choice in the United States, where dry pici 
noodles are almost unheard of. And that’s OK with Michael, 
who calls the process of making pasta his favorite kitchen 
pastime. 

“I like the days I get to make the pasta,” he says. “It’s very 
Zen, there’s a rhythm to it. … When you are cooking on the 
line, you don’t control the rhythm, the orders control it. You are 
controlling the chaos. … With pasta, when you are done you 
can look at all the bundles neatly stacked and looking ‘happy.’ ”

He says that the pasta is made fresh daily at a Cena, and it 
is “very luxurious – all egg yolk – northern-style Italian pasta.” 
Between noodles and the gelato made in house, a Cena goes 
through more than 1,000 eggs a week.

Michael says that anything they can’t make in house or find 
or buy locally, they import from Italy. For instance, when fresh 
tuna isn’t available, they buy a tuna packed in olive oil from 
Italy. The menu changes bimonthly to make use of whatever is 
in season. For instance, with last fall’s exceptional mushroom 
season, chanterelle mushrooms appeared in many dishes.

Though he had hunted morel mushrooms in southwest 
Michigan, Michael says his introduction to hunting chante-
relles in Oregon was rather memorable. A couple of months 
after moving to Portland, he and Gabe headed for the slopes 
of Mt. Hood in search of the wild chanterelle. Of course, when 
you are hunting mushrooms you can’t stay on the trail, so they 
headed cross country above Zigzag. They soon realized they 
were lost. Michael says they followed a dry creek bed to the 

river and followed that to the road and 
hiked back to their car. By the time they 
had cell phone coverage, seven hours 
had passed and it was nearly time to 
open the restaurant. “Chris did a great 
job handling it,” says Michael of the 
challenge to get the restaurant up and 
running that evening until the chef and 
sous chef returned with their hard won 
prize.

Chris and Michael first met as 
young men on the Oak Street Beach in 
Chicago, “where the sand meets con-
crete,” says Michael. He had a Frisbee, 
Chris had a Hacky Sack and they both 
worked in restaurants. In fact Michael 
had worked in an Italian steakhouse for 
Chris’s godfather Eugene Martello, who 
is now general manager of a Cena.

Michael grew up in the large Chicago 
Jewish neighborhood of West Rogers 
Park and became a bar mitzvah at the 
modern Orthodox synagogue known 
as Congregation K.I.N.S., an acronym 
for Knesset Israel Nusach Sefard. 
Though the name sounds Sephardic, it 
is actually an Ashkenazi shul, and not 
the reason Michael became involved at 
Congregation Ahavath Achim. When 
he moved to Portland, Michael says he 
just happened to move across the street 
from Portland’s original Sephardic con-
gregation. He says he enjoyed attending 
services there when he lived nearby and 
still maintains friendships with many 
families he met there. The bonus, he 
says with a smile, is that when he goes 

to their homes for seders, he gets to eat 
rice (which is eaten during Passover in 
Sephardi, but not Ashkenazi, traditions). 
Passover is also the time when he gets to 
eat his favorite “Jewish” food – charoset. 
He still uses his mom’s recipe – with 
apples, honey, walnuts, cinnamon, raisins 
and red wine, but now adds chopped 
dates, too. He also uses his aunt’s recipe 
for chopped liver, with egg.

Michael began his restaurant career 
at age 15, lying about his age to get a 
job as a busboy. But he soon found he 
enjoyed the camaraderie of the kitchen 
and started washing dishes; then he 
worked his way up from prep cook, to 
line cook and ultimately head cook at 
Ground Round Roadhouse. He’s worked 
in restaurants ever since, with a few years 
off to play professional paintball for the 
Chicago Aftershock, during which time 
he was a very successful salesman of 
wholesale paintball supplies. He says the 
money was great, but when he and his 
first wife divorced, he decided to return to 
his first love, restaurants, “where you don’t 
make any money.”

The one thing he never got comfort-
able making in Chicago was dessert.

“I like to taste and cook,” he says. 
“Baking is more science – measure and 
cook.”

But when he moved to Portland, he 
says, “Gabe taught me to make bread and 
pasta.”

“I was always afraid of desserts,” says 
Michael. “I’m not afraid anymore.”  

During the Italian tour, Michael Karman proposed to 
Melissa Dolinsky.
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PRIME
STEAKS.

LEGENDARY
SERVICE.

Fine Wine 
•

Private Dining
•

Exceptional Menu

Downtown
213 SW Clay St
503-248-2100
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LOCAL SELECTIONS.
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By Deborah Moon

Drawing on the foods and cooking techniques she encoun-
tered living in Europe, Personal Chef Lisa Glickman has been 
creating authentic dining experiences for small groups in Bend 
for the past six years.

Two years ago she won the only culinary contest she ever 
entered when her turkey and spinach meatballs were selected 
by the Cooking Channel’s show “The Perfect Three.” She 
entered the contest on a whim, creating the winning recipe in 
one evening. As a winner, she was flown to New York where 
she toured the Food Network studio and spent the day taping 
with Perfect Three host Kelsey Nixon.

When her husband, Marshall Glickman, a sports marketing 
consultant, worked for a European basketball league, the family 
traveled extensively across the continent while they lived in 
Barcelona, Spain, for two and a half years. 

“It opened my eyes to authentic food I’d never tasted 
before,” says Lisa. “Italian food in the U.S. tastes nothing like 
what you eat in Tuscany.

“I know authentic ingredients, spices and techniques used 
around Europe,” she says, adding, “I also know the importance 
of using local ingredients.”

 Award-winning Personal Chef Lisa Glickman creates authentic, handmade cuisine

 Lisa Glickman, LLC: lisaglickman.com | 541-728-6678

The foods she found in Europe combined with her own love 
of entertaining inspired her to become a personal chef when the 
family moved to Bend.

“I personally love to entertain, and I like to do everything as 
handmade and homemade as possible,” she says. “But I found 
by the time the party begins I’m exhausted. I realized it would 
be helpful (for people hosting parties) to do everything as I 
would do it for my own party. … A private chef offers more of 
a personal touch on preparing the whole experience for your 
guests. A private chef is also able to cater to allergies, health 
issues, vegetarian, gluten-free (needs).

 “When everything comes from the heart and is authentic 
and handmade, you can really feel the difference,” she says, not-
ing that is the experience people get when they hire a personal 
chef.

Another advantage of a personal chef is that you pay for the 
food you want. The customer decides whether he or she wants 
grain-fed organic beef or Costco ground beef.

For the past three years Lisa has served as emcee for the top 
chef competition at the “Bite of Bend,” a weekend-long food 
event. The first year she was the co-presenter, but she has been 
the sole emcee for the past two years, spending the three days of 
the festival on stage.

Lisa also teaches for the Cascade Culinary Institute through 
the accredited school’s community learning program at Central 
Oregon Community College. In February she was joined by 
Temple Beth Tikvah Rabbi Johanna Hershenson and friend 
Laurel Fishkin teaching a class on the “Modern Passover 
Seder.” She teaches two classes each term, usually on cooking 
techniques such as braising or sautéing.

“I pride myself in being very knowledgeable about food,” she 
says.

Her favorite “Jewish foods” are brisket and latkes. “There is 
nothing more homey than slow-cooked brisket and crispy latkes 
with applesauce.”

Now Lisa is poised for a potential move to the larger market 
of her native Portland. 

The Glickmans are considering the move to Portland this 
summer, because their son Laz, 13, will start high school next 
fall. Since Laz is an accomplished musician and active in sports, 
the family wants to find more opportunities for him, and 
Marshall would like his son to attend his old school, Lincoln 
High School, in Portland. 

The family has strong ties to Portland, where they have 
maintained membership in Congregation Beth Israel in ad-
dition to their affiliation with Bend’s Temple Beth Tikvah 

and the Jewish Community of Central Oregon/Congregation 
Shalom Bayit. When Laz became a bar mitzvah in November, 
Portlanders Rabbi Michael and Cantor Ida Rae Cahana, Rabbi 
Emanuel and Lorraine Rose, and grandparents Harry and 
Joanna Glickman came to Bend for the celebration. 

Though the Portland market is larger, Lisa says she would 
likely maintain her specialization in more intimate gatherings. 
Typically she shops, prepares and serves meals for private 
gatherings of eight to 12 people or buffets for events for 40 to 50 
people.

“Moving ahead in a larger market is the plan,” she says, add-
ing that in Portland, “the business plan is to focus on smaller, 
intimate dinner parties and smaller gatherings to allow me to 
keep the special feel. I enjoy the smaller, intimate feel.” 

[SPECIAL SECTION/COVER STORY/FOOD]

 Lisa Glickman plates the cheese course at a recent dinner for 12.

503-227-NOSH (6674)
310 NW BROADWAY

PORTLAND, OR 97209
7AM-2PM DAILY 

WWW.BOWERYBAGELS.COM

Lisa Glickman and Kelsey Nixon on “The Perfect Three” set in 
New York City.
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Celebrate Marco’s servingPortland delicious 
food for more than 30 years with a 

Marco’s Manhattan or Rose City Nudge!
Marco’s now serves Cocktails along with a Unique Happy Hour Menu!

  Stop in for our Fish Tacos or Mini Ravioli Bites during our 
Happy Hour, M–Th 3-5:30pm & daily 8-9pm. 

7910 SW 35th Ave | Portland, OR 97219
503-245-0199 | marcoscafe.com

Tal Caspi, chef/owner of the Gonzo Falafel 
and Hummus food cart, has been cooking 
for as long as he can remember. One of his 
earliest memories is of making French fries 
at the age of 6. “I poured a little bit of oil in 
a not very safe manner,” he remembers.

Now Caspi is generating considerable 
interest in his imaginative Middle Eastern 

menu, which includes his famous shawarma fries. “It outsells 
everything else now,” says Caspi. “We put a layer of hummus 
and a huge pile of fries – as many fries as we can possibly put 
on a plate – and then on top of that we put tahini, house-
made harissa and tsug, then chicken shawarma on top, and 
pepperoncini.” 

For those who are unfamiliar with tsug, it is a Yemenite hot 
sauce made with garlic, hot peppers and spices. Caspi explains 
that this sauce is a favorite of Israelis. 

Caspi, who has lived in Portland for almost decade, was 
born to Argentinian parents in the Israeli city of Ashkelon, 
which lies 36 miles south of Tel Aviv. He would go on to live 
in Southern California and all over the United States, but 
people kept telling him to move to Portland. “I had just sort 
of heard that it was great. I kept meeting people who told me 
that Portland would be perfect for me. They were right. It’s 
young, hip and there’s a great music scene.”

It was in Portland that Caspi realized he wanted to work 
in the food industry. He gained valuable experience working 
as a line cook and then managing popular food carts Perierra 
and Pyro Pizza. Says Caspi of Pyro Pizza’s John Eads: “He’s 
the most inspirational boss I ever had.” Still, Caspi felt a 
culinary void. “I was hungry, and I wanted to feed myself – and 
I could not find traditional Israeli or Middle Eastern food 
from scratch.” Caspi soon got to work recreating all of the 
traditional foods he loved. 

At Gonzo Falafel and Hummus, Caspi features a menu 
that includes various Israeli salads, small plates, sandwiches, 
and platters with falafel, hummus or shawarma. All of the 
meat is free-range and local, and the eggs are cage-free. The 
cart offers many vegetarian and gluten-free options. Caspi is 
always serving up exciting specials like spicy Moroccan carrot 
salads, tacos or root vegetable slaws inspired by Sami Tamimi 
and Yotan Ottolenghi’s Jerusalem: A Cookbook. He says of the 
chef duo: “They’re the people I look up to.”

Customers can enjoy Caspi’s creations from the warmth of 
the adjacent Basecamp Brewery. People can order inside the 
family-friendly brewery, and he will deliver right to their table. 

Future plans of Caspi’s include opening up a mobile food 
cart and an Israeli-style barbecue restaurant. “I want to do 
mangal, the little barbecues that Israelis love so much, and 
have a wood-fired grill. There’s a lot of places in Israel doing 
kebabs and different meat products on a stick.” For now, 
Portlanders are lucky to experience a small slice of Israel at 
Gonzo Falafel and Hummus. 

Gonzo Falafel and Hummus:  
930 SE Oak St., 503-515-3787, iheartfalafel.com

Get a taste 
of Israel at 
GONZO  
food cart

By Kerry Politzer

designer cakes 
weddings • special occasions • celebrations

lajocondecakes.com • 503.481.4539
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Northwest Deli

Self-serve Hot Bar

Fresh Salad Bar

Made to order sandwiches

House-made pastries, soups, salads & sides

 
Hillsdale Deli

NEW: Indoor seating area!

NEW: Hot bar, expanded deli menu

Made to order sandwiches

House-made soups, salads & sides

Hillsdale: 6344 SW Capitol Hwy • 503.546.6559 • 8am-9pm    NW: 2375 NW Thurman St • 503.222.5658 • 8am-10pm  

FoodFront.coop

FREE 6oz CUP OF SOUP
 with any purchase

Exp: 3/31/14  One coupon per customer per visit, no 
duplicates. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

O
JL

 8228

Fresh & Local
Visit each of our delis for fresh, delicious dishes!

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW 
LUXURY ELECTRIC CAR

www.vicalfonso.com
633 NE 12th. Ave.,
Portland, OR 97232

See lease details @ vicalfonso.com. All subject to approved credit.

See lease details @ vicalfonso.com. All subject to approved credit.

See lease details @ vicalfonso.com. All subject to approved credit.

Call Ed Kriegal 
General Sales Manager 
503-307-8227

Share on Facebook Share on Twitter

ALL NEW 2014 ATS

ALL NEW 2014 CTS COUPE

$299
PER MONTH

$2999
DUE AT SIGNING

$2999
DUE AT SIGNING

$2999
DUE AT SIGNING

$299
PER MONTH

$449
PER MONTH

ALL NEW 2014 CTS SEDAN

MOS
39

MOS
39

MOS
39

 37 miles on pure electricity

 340 miles with the onboard 
 gas powered generator

 CUE system is standard

2014 CADILLAC ELR

Eugene Food Scene:  
Off-The-Waffle
Eugene Food Scene:  
Off-The-Waffle

By Joseph Lieberman

Is that the sweet smell of success filling 
the air? Or maybe it’s just the aromatic 
blending of Belgian waffle batter with 
sweet and savory toppings and fillings 
that infuses your senses as soon as you 
enter either of two Off-The-Waffle 
locations in Eugene.

In these days of hit or miss, when 
someone manages to find just the right 

even created their own Off-The-Waffle coloring books for kids 
to crayon in.

Omer recalls getting his first Liège waffle as a reward from 
a kindergarten teacher in Belgium. The treat wasn’t made from 
any ordinary batter, but rather from the type invented by a chef 
of the prince-bishop in Liège (pronounced LEE-AGE) in the 
18th century. Enhancing brioche bread dough by folding in 
chunks of pearl sugar makes the result richer and sweeter than 
the common Belgian waffle many of us have tasted. When 
baked in their cast iron waffle presses, the pearl sugar melts as 
the dough rises, forming a crispy, caramelized outer “skin.”

The memory of those first waffles later became an obsession 
to bring the Liège variety “home,” which was a moving target 
for many years. With his businessman dad and two sisters, 
Omer and his brother Dave grew up traveling around the world, 
from Texas to Israel, Latin America to London, Brussels to 
Boston (not necessarily in that order) and finally to Oregon.

In Eugene, Omer and Dave could at last recreate their 
beloved Liège waffle, but even that achievement wasn’t enough. 
Into and onto that foundation, they eventually fashioned more 
than 20 adaptations that are sweet, savory or an in-between 
blending of both.

The names of each dish playfully tell you everything or noth-
ing. The Be Brie-Peared is, naturally enough, a waffle topped by 
a pear, melted brie and sweet sautéed onion, all drizzled with a 
maple-balsamic glaze. The Goat in Headlights becomes obvi-
ous when you see it – two sunny-side-up eggs sprinkled with 

combination of quality, value, taste and 
imagination, word gets out and lines 
begin to form.

The Israeli-based family that runs 
this delicious operation makes sure that 
“fun” remains one of the chief ingredients. 
Red-haired Omer Orian is the man 
whose cartoonized face graces the logo on 
the shop’s ads, menus and signage. They 

offthewaffle.com
840 Willamette St.,  Eugene | 541-654-4318

and 
2540 Willamette St., Eugene | 541-515-6926

Both open daily

smoked paprika and fresh coriander as “eyes,” placed on goat 
cheese, avocado, fresh basil and extra virgin olive oil.

As if flavored with Yiddish, The Shmooli is smoked gouda 
melted atop fresh pear, a dollop of apple sauce and crushed 
walnuts dusted with coriander. Other menu selections are, at 
first sight, amusing mysteries: the Self-Fulfilling Prophecy, the 
Overachiever, Beloved Bully, Sweet Funk Machine and No, 
Really Though require deeper inspection, preferably with a fork 
and knife.

Beyond the waffle, the ‘Schmef ’ Salad, Frikkin Chikkin and 
a multiplicity of omelets complete the menu. All fruits and 
most drinks are certified organic. My favorite hot tea there is 
the “Israeli blend” of lemon verbena, peppermint, lemongrass, 
spearmint, thyme and sage.

All of these concoctions, Omer tells us, were collaborative 
efforts between the chefs, owners and the public by way of 
feedback and suggestions. The family today is a bit spread out. 
Brother Dave, younger sister Vered and their dad Shimon, while 
involved in the operations, are more often than not in Israel. But 
Eugene, Omer says, “has been unbelievably welcoming,” and 
looks like home for a long time to come. 
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Indian & Middle Eastern Cuisine
Hours: Tues – Thurs  & Sun 5 - 9    

 Fri – Sat 5 - 10

503.231.0740
www.BombayCricketClubRestaurant.com

1925 SE Hawthorne Blvd 
Portland, OR 97214

 “My favorite Indian food in 
Portland! The naan is fresh, huge, 

and delicious...” Review from Google Places

Indian & Middle Eastern Cuisine
Hours: Tues – Thurs  & Sun 5 - 9    

 Fri – Sat 5 - 10

503.231.0740
www.BombayCricketClubRestaurant.com

1925 SE Hawthorne Blvd 
Portland, OR 97214

 “My favorite Indian food in 
Portland! The naan is fresh, huge, 

and delicious...” Review from Google Places

[SPECIAL SECTION/COVER STORY/FOOD]

In an age when no self-respecting American would be caught 
without a dietary restriction, from low-fat and high-protein to 
vegan or gluten-free, Jews have the proud distinction of being 
the first group to claim an Official Food Fixation. Since biblical 
times, the Jewish relationship to food has been more than an 
awareness of its necessity for human sustenance: It has been a 
way of relating to and honoring God. 

The concept of “prohibited foods” was first introduced in 
Genesis when God gave Adam only fruits, vegetables and plants 
to eat. It wasn’t until after the flood that humans were permit-
ted to eat meat. Much later, while wandering in the desert, the 
Israelites were given a long list of forbidden foods. Animals that 
didn’t both chew their cud and have split hooves (camels, pigs, 
horses), rodents, birds of prey (vultures, eagles, hawks and ravens) 
and all shellfish and fish without fins and scales were removed 
from the Jewish menu. Added to these restrictions was the man-
date in Exodus: “You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.”

The evolution of Jewish dietary laws offers a window into the 
world and minds of the Talmudic rabbis. It’s amazing to think 
that more than 2,000 years ago they took the principle of not 
boiling a kid in its mother’s milk and created an entire gastro-
nomic and religious system around it! Since it was impossible to 
identify which baby goat was related to which mother’s milk, the 
prohibition was extended to disallow cooking any kind of meat 
with any type of dairy. 

The Jewish concern extends beyond what we eat to how the 
food we eat is slaughtered, prepared and served. For an animal to 
be kosher, or fit for consumption, it must be killed in a prescribed 
way. The laws of ritual slaughter (shechitah in Hebrew) provide 
the swiftest, most painless and humane death for an animal. 
Keeping kosher transforms the everyday act of eating into 
something special and holy. But keeping kosher is not a “one 
size fits all” proposition, as no two families observe it exactly the 
same. Nor does it need to be an all-or-nothing deal – that you 
either do it all the way, all the time or not at all. The evolution 
over hundreds of years of rabbinic law offers us this insight: For 
those who are not ready to fully commit, it is better to begin with 
smaller efforts than not to begin at all. If we do begin, one thing 
is certain: Keeping kosher will bring new awareness, discipline 
and a sense of Jewish identity into our kitchens and our lives.  

Amy Hirshberg Lederman is an author, Jewish 
educator, public speaker and attorney. Her col-
umns have won awards from the American Jewish 
Press Association for excellence in commentary. 

Visit her website at amyhirshberglederman.com. 
 
 

By Polina Olsen

She was a leader in Portland’s early 
gay rights movement, as well as a 
feminist, anti-war protestor and civil 
rights champion. So, when Holly Hart 
soul-searched for her lifelong vocation, 
a gathering place for activists came to 
mind. She combined this with her love 
of food. She’d even sold popcorn in her 
grade-school years. An International 
Studies major at Reed College, she hit on 
a restaurant with foods from around the 
world. She opened Old Wives’ Tales, an 
iconic Portland cafe, 34 years ago.

“I’ve always understood that food is 
a social thing, and it can be utilized in 
political and social organizations,” Holly 
said during a recent interview at her light-
filled restaurant on Southeast Burnside. 
Divided into three rooms plus a colorful 
play area for children, the large space felt 
cozy with wooden floors and handmade 
quilts decorating the walls. The inviting 
soup and salad bar included her signature 
Hungarian Mushroom. Although it was 
3 pm, customers spread out to enjoy the 
all-day breakfast while they pored over 
laptops and good books. 

Holly grew up in a Jewish neighbor-
hood of Chicago and came to Portland 
in the 1960s to study at Reed, where she 

Holly Hart Combines Food with Social Activism
worked with civil rights and anti-war 
groups. By 1969 her focus switched 
to gay rights and women’s liberation. 
After graduating from the University 
of California, Berkeley law school, she 
returned to Portland and served on 
Governor Robert Straub’s Task Force 
on Sexual Preference. Meanwhile, she 
longed to open a feminist restaurant 
and bookstore. She settled on just a 
restaurant, but still considers herself an 
unfulfilled bookstore owner.

Old Wives’ Tales soon became a 
meeting place for all manner of progres-
sive causes from feminism to environ-
mentalism. Just as the restaurant targeted 
unmet social needs, it specialized in 
hard-to-find cuisine. “Places did not have 
vegetarian food,” Holly said. “Nobody 
talked about gluten intolerance, but 
they’d come in and say, ‘I can’t eat wheat.’ 
Sometimes they wouldn’t want sugar in 
their dessert or couldn’t eat cabbage. I 
became aware that people have special 
dietary needs. We list all the ingredients 
in our food and welcome questions.” 
Much of the menu is vegan and gluten-
free and dishes include Italian, Greek, 
Indian, Southeast Asian and more. Try 
huevos rancheros with black beans or 

East Indian huevos rancheros with red 
lentil tomato dal.

Holly’s activism extends to the 
Jewish community. Old Wives’ Tales 
once hosted a get-together for Jews 
living on Portland’s eastside. “I was 
looking for lost tribes,” Holly said. She 
moved to Hillsdale to be closer to the 
Mittleman Jewish Community Center 
and Congregation Neveh Shalom, where 
her daughter became a bat mitzvah. In 
the spirit of tikkun olam, one of Holly’s 
favorite activities is food donations.

 “If I could, I’d spend all day preparing 
food to send out to the community,” 
she said. “I personally do that; it’s not 
just leftovers. We donate on a regular 
monthly basis and support a variety of 
organizations – feminist, street kids, 
refugees … . This gets back to why I 
started the restaurant. We support the 
missions of these organizations. I base 
my social activism here.”

Old Wives’ Tales, 1300 E Burnside 
St., 503-238-0470, oldwivestalesres-
taurant.com. Open seven days a week, 
Sunday to Thursday from 8 am to 8 pm, 
Friday and Saturday 8 am to 9 pm. 

Keeping Kosher:
Food Fetish or Pathway to Holiness? 
By Amy Hirshberg Lederman
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Guest columnist Lucia Schnitzer and her husband, Ken, run Luci’s Healthy Marketplace in Phoenix, which they opened  
in 2009 in Lucia’s honor after her successful battle with breast cancer. She successfully manages her career, her growing family  

(four children) and  her personal well-being.

gifts in a mishloach manot basket like groggers (noisemakers) 
or even small toys, especially if children will be receiving 
the basket. Some families give mishloach manot baskets 
specifically for their kids and give them on Purim evening 
or on the morning of Purim. Also, children love to make 
mishloach manot for their classmates and friends. This is a 
great opportunity for them to be creative and partake in the 
mitzvah of giving gifts of food (for a full guide to Purim visit: 
chabad.org/holidays/purim/article_cdo/aid/648312/jewish/
Purim-2014-Guide.htm).
How to Send Mishloach Manot

Many synagogues will organize the sending of mishloach 
manot, but if your community does not do this or you simply 
want to make your own Purim baskets, here’s how:

Decide who you will be sending your baskets to. 
Make a list of supplies. You can personalize each basket, or 

you can buy items in bulk and place one in each basket. Some 
enjoy coming up with a theme for their mishloach manot, 
such as chocolate lovers, Italian basket or sports fans.

Make Purim cards. Though cards are not required, it’s 
nice to send a little “Happy Purim” card along with your 
mishloach manot. 

Assemble your mishloach manot. Putting your baskets 
together is a great family activity or one you can do with 
friends.

Deliver your mishloach manot. Traditionally mishloach 
manot are delivered on Purim. If you have children, give them 
another opportunity to wear their Purim costumes while they 
make the deliveries with you!

Keep in mind that Purim baskets do not have to be 
extravagant or expensive. Ultimately, have fun and make it 
memorable as Purim is not all about the gifts, but rather what 
is in our hearts for one another. 

The first Jewish 
holiday I ever 
experienced was 
Purim. Think 
Halloween meets 

Easter, but much, much better! 
We feast, visit friends, dress up in costumes 
and drink to excess – all while handing out 
our baskets of food called mishloach manot 
to members of the community. I fell in love 
with the holiday, and I fell more in love 
with my fellow Jews as I learned the deeper 
meaning of Purim.

We read Megillat Esther, which tells us how a 
Jewish Persian princess saved the Jewish people 
from the evil leader Haman. The Jews had been 
assimilating and distancing themselves from G-d, 
which made us vulnerable to those who plotted to 
destroy us. Through achdus (unity) and Kol yisrael 
arevim zeh bazeh (all of Israel are responsible 
for each other), the Persian Jews survived and 
triumphed. We pass this message on during Purim 
as we make baskets filled with food and treats 
and give them to friends, new members of our 
community and to someone who has upset us or 
whom we have upset. We give money to charity, 
feed the poor and eat and drink together as we 
celebrate as one people.

So indulge and be holy as we celebrate together.

What to Include in 
Mishloach Manot 

Mishloach manot can be sent in any container. 
However, each mishloach manot must contain at 
least two different kinds of food that are ready to 
eat. Popular items are hamantaschen, fresh fruit, 
chocolate, dried fruit, nuts, candies and baked 
goods. Drinks are also good things to include, such 
as juice, tea, coffee, sparkling cider and wine. In 
addition to food items, you can also put fun small 

 [FOOD]

CHEF’S
CORNER

PURIM: 
BEARING GIFTS OF 

FOOD & UNITY
By Guest Columnist Lucia Schnitzer

Congregation Kol Ami presents

360-896-8088 • www.jewishvancouverusa.org
7800 NE 119th Street • Vancouver WA 98662

Saturday, March 15 6:00 PM
Bring pots and pans as groggers for donation

The
Thriller MEGILLer

Purim Carnival
All Ages • All New Games • All Fun

✽	 ✽	 ✽

Sunday, March 16
12:15 PM

“Very Scary!” - Shushan Daily Post
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By Kerry Polizer

In our first edition of Hidden Gems, we focused on a surprising 
sushi find on Southeast Powell. It turns out that only 10 blocks 
away, there is an equally satisfying Cantonese gem. Red and 
green neon lights announce the deceptively unassuming Powell’s 
Seafood Restaurant, which has been serving customers seven 
days a week since 1994. The menu is encyclopedic, the prices 
shockingly low (half a roast duck is $9.50) and the service 
always fast and friendly. 

A trip to Powell’s is best enjoyed with a large party, so 
that you can order family-style. Start your meal by sharing an 
industrial-size bowl of egg flower or chicken corn soup, then 
choose from a variety of fish, beef, poultry, vegetable, rice and 
noodle dishes. One of Powell’s specialties is the ceramic pot, 
which comes loaded with enoki mushrooms and bean curd, bean 
stick and lamb, or five-spice beef brisket. 

Although Powell’s doesn’t serve Peking duck, the barbecued 
duck is a must try. It is crispy skinned, studded with luscious 

fat and not heavily spiced. (A word of warning: this dish is so 
popular that it regularly sells out.) The crispy chicken, which is 
served in a similar preparation, comes with a bowl of seasoned 
salt for dipping and dredging.

Another unique dish is the pepper-and-salt small white 
fish. A mound of lightly battered, salted fish is accented with 
fried garlic; the little fish are as addictive as potato chips. Other 
seafood dishes include rock cod, which is braised or steamed, 
sole in black pepper sauce and tilapia. Sizzling egg tofu is a 
great choice for vegetarians, as are the fried noodles topped with 
brown sauce and assorted vegetables. Speaking of vegetables, the 
garlicky sautéed Chinese broccoli is guaranteed to convert the 
most ardent veggie avoider.

Powell’s serves only orange sections and fortune cookies for 
dessert, but you probably won’t have any room left after the 
above feast. You will, however, have plenty of leftovers. 

[SPECIAL SECTION/COVER STORY/FOOD]

NorthwestNosh

Powell’s Seafood Restaurant: 6633 SE Powell Blvd., 503-775-3901. Take-out available.

Dana Hunt
Portland

I’m caught between Einstein 
and an artist, I think Monet, if 
they were alive.

SOUNDBITES Who would you like to 
invite to dinner?

Barbara Berman
Portland  

 (originally New York)
I want to take the writer from 
“Breaking Bad.” He obviously 
researched all that and he 
seems like such a nice guy.

NEXT MONTH: “What is the most creative thing you’ve 
ever done with matzah?”
To share your reply, please send your short answer, name, congregation/organization 
(if desired), city and photo to editor@ojlife.com by March 7. For this special Passover 
question, you may also submit a recipe if relevant. Replies will appear in the magazine 
with recipes available on our website at ojlife.com. 

Joan Heims Whitcher
Portland

My grandpa, Misha Zugman, 
would be the only person I’d 
want to have to dinner. He’s 
been gone since the ’70s. Now 
I’m going to cry.

Kim Rosenberg
Portland

My grandmother Suretta 
Miller (tearing up). She died 
in 1968 so I didn’t know 
her well, but people still talk 
about how beautiful she was 
inside and out.

Shelly Levy
Recent transplant to Portland  

 from New Jersey
Abraham Lincoln – I’d want to 
find out about his life and the 
slavery (issue), or Bill Clinton 
– what he knew about the 
economy and the banks and 
why he didn’t speak out.

Stephanie Siegel
Beaverton (since 2001)

My grandmother Bernice 
Lubetkin. Now I’ll start to 
cry. She died when my oldest 
son was 2, so she never got to 
meet my other three children. 
I’d love to introduce her to 
them.

Stacy Cullen
Beaverton

Holocaust survivor Gerda 
Klein. She inspires me – her 
survival and looking at the 
bright side of humanity and 
going through life to help 
others.

Sima Wilhelm, 7
Maimonides Jewish Day   

 School
Portland

Only me and my parents.

Rachelly Fischer, 13
Maayan Torah Day School
Portland

My great grandfather (Moshe 
Shmuel z”l), who went 
through the Holocaust. He 
was a very giving man and he 
passed away when I was 6.

Hidden Gems: Powell ’s Seafood Restaurant
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FASHIONISTA
By Kira Brown | Photos courtesy of Pantone

As a new season begins to bud and I start to plan for sunny 
days, lazy afternoons outside and springtime events, I start to 
consider packing up my dark, thick winter wear, boxing up the 
boots and sweaters, and doing a little online pre-shopping. Then 
I’ll be ready to hit the mall or stores for select new pieces to add 
to my basic, classic wardrobe pieces that mix and match, from 
season to season.

This year, I’m looking beyond the runway for some fashion 
inspiration. And when the racks at the mall or pages on my 
favorite websites aren’t calling me, I look to interior design and 
design in general for inspiration. 

This year and in the last few years for me, Pantone has been 
a key influence in fashion, design, interiors and overall style. By 
announcing its “Color of the Year” each January, Pantone sets the 
tone for many in the design industry and, of course, eventually 
the consumer. This year’s selection, “Radiant Orchid,” is bright, 
fresh and bold for spring, and I predict it will be a great color to 
carry into summer as well. Radiant Orchid and its variant shades 
look great on most skin tones – and even on men! Look for it in 
clothes, accessories and more, from Old Navy to couture.

From the runway to the racks and even to your home, con-
sider Pantone’s Color of the Year!

Visit pantone.com for more about the Color of the Year and 
color inspiration. 

 

Kira Brown is a certified personal stylist and 
fashion writer. Kira has interviewed many 
fashion icons including Tim Gunn, jeweler 

Neil Lane, international makeup artist 
Jemma Kidd and Ken Downing of Neiman 

Marcus. Kira also offers virtual style consul-
tations for women and men. Contact her at 

kira@fashionphoenix.com. 

 Radiant Orchid 
“Color of the Year” 

from Pantone

 Radiant Orchid 
“Color of the Year” 

from Pantone

[FASHIION]
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Ben Selling was Portland’s first “First Citizen”
BEN SELLING  1852-1931
In addition to being a leading philanthropist, Ben Selling’s civic 
involvement included:

• Serving as an Oregon State Senator for eight years, including service as 
Senate President in 1911. (Note: As Senate President, Selling briefly 
became Oregon’s first Jewish governor from Feb. 28-March 1, 1911, when 
he filled in for Gov. Oswald West, who was in Washington state.)

• Becoming the Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate in 1912 (lost by 
fewer than 800 votes in a three-way race)

• Serving as Speaker of the Oregon House of Representatives, 1915 

• Between 1896 and 1909, serving for two years on the Port of Portland 
Commission and for 10 years on the Dock Commission

• Serving on the Board of Governors of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

PERSONAL
Married Matilda (Tillie) Hess, March 14, 1880, in San Francisco

Children: Dr. Laurence Selling (1882-1954), a founder of The Portland 
(now Oregon) Clinic and head of the University of Oregon Medical School’s 
(now OHSU) Department of Medicine for 25 years.

Rae Selling Berry (1881-1976), whose Southwest Portland estate later 
became the Berry Botanic Garden (sold in 2011, with its bank of rare 
seeds transferred to Portland State University’s Rae Selling Berry Seed 
Bank & Plant Conservation Program).

Note: Ben Selling built the Selling Building, 610 SW Alder St., in 1910. 
Designed by prominent architect A.E. Doyle, it has been on the National 
Register of Historic Places since 1991. In 2009, the current owners, The 
Schlesinger Companies, restored the “Selling Building” name to the 
property to honor Ben Selling’s legacy. (It had been called The Oregon 
National Building for a previous tenant.) – “It just seemed like the right 
thing to do,” a spokesman for the Schlesinger Companies said at the time.

By Sura Rubenstein 

In 1928 Ben Selling was the inaugural 
recipient of the Portland Association 
of Realtors’ “First Citizen” Award, 
honoring contributions to the city. His 
70th birthday was celebrated throughout 
the town. And when he died on Jan. 15, 
1931, the Oregon Legislature adjourned 
and flags flew at half-staff.

“Ben Selling Dies; City in 
Mourning,” The Oregonian proclaimed 
in its front-page story on Jan. 16. “Civic 
and Charitable Works of Jewish Leader 
Notable.”

A man of modest habits and deep 
commitments, Selling helped shape the 
city and its Jewish community. In an 
essay, Rabbi Henry Berkowitz noted 
his “intense loyalty” to Portland and 
Oregon. “From the time he began his 
career as a newsboy in the last days of 
the Civil War,” Berkowitz wrote, “he was active in the promo-
tion of city and state welfare.”

But Selling’s greatest impact, he added, came from “a lifetime 
of unrivaled generosity in every conceivable field.”

In addition to his work with and on behalf of many chari-
table institutions, Selling gave of himself generously.

“His private charity was ecumenical and extensive, all 
meticulously recorded in small notebooks that are now part 
of the archives,” says Judith Margles, executive director of the 
Oregon Jewish Museum. “Donations to the Jewish Telegraph 
Agency, Portland Fruit and Flower Mission, a ‘one-legged man’ 
and ‘coat for a poor girl’ illustrate the depth of his generosity – 
and are one of the reasons that he is such an important figure in 
the history of our community.”

In a 1926 interview in The Scribe, a publication for Portland’s 
Jewish community, Selling said he strove to be a “good Jew” – 
which he defined as “One who follows the injunctions of Moses 
to give 10 percent of his income to the poor, and who treats his 
neighbor as he himself would like to be treated.”

iiiiiii

The story of the Selling family and the city of Portland 
begins soon after the founding of the city in 1851.

Ben Selling’s father, Philip, the son of a rabbi, emigrated from 
Germany to the United States in 1849 and a year later found his 
way to California. There he married Caroline Auerbach, another 
German immigrant, in one of the first Jewish weddings in San 
Francisco. Ben was born April 29, 1852, and the family moved 
to Oregon 10 years later.

Oregon: 1850-1950. Lowenstein added that, during World War 
I, a national circular announced that Selling was one of six men 
in the United States willing to match 10 percent of what their 
entire state would give to assist Jewish war sufferers.

Lowenstein also wrote that Selling:
• Raised $10,000 for Chinese flood victims
• Raised $4,000 for Japanese famine aid
• Raised $100,000 for Armenian relief
• Personally bought $400,000 in World War I bonds, reselling 

them to people of modest means for $1 cash and $1 a week.
The 1926 Scribe article credited Selling as the man who 

“broke the back” of the Panic of 1907 by taking over the claims 
of savings depositors. And in 1914, during an employment crisis, 
he set up – and funded – the Working Men’s Club downtown, 
open from 6 am to 10 pm, which served more than 400,000 
meals for 5 cents apiece. 

“At one end of the room is a piano, an old-fashioned black-
walnut cased piano from the home of Ben Selling,” noted an 
article in The Oregonian, which called the Club “a new haven for 
the poor of Portland.”

Selling believed in the importance of education and set up a 
scholarship fund, which continues today, to help students attend 
Oregon colleges and universities. “Monmouth Normal College 
(now Western Oregon University) alone is said to have educated 
close to 500 teachers” aided by the Selling scholarship fund, 
Berkowitz said.

What motivated him? “It was his firm conviction that giving 
should be done during a man’s lifetime, when he could adminis-
ter the money himself,” Berkowitz said. “Over the period of many 
decades … he managed to give away several fortunes, and he had 
the joy of witnessing the great good that this money wrought.”

Berkowitz added that the most remarkable fact was that 
Selling’s income was comparatively limited. “He was willing to 
give away practically his entire income every year. His own needs 
were exceedingly modest. … He used to joke about his two suits 
a year, taken out of his own stock, and his plain little black bow 
tie.”

Selling always gave with a “clearly defined social objective,” 
Berkowitz said, explaining that he often would give loans to 
new immigrants to help them get a start. “He did not believe in 
pauperizing the people who came to him.”

Laurence Selling recalled that his father helped “literally hun-
dreds” of immigrants from Eastern and Central Europe. He cited 
“one of many examples: A Russian Jew who arrived in Portland 
and started business with 75 cents capital 17 years ago – aided by 
Mr. S – is now the owner of three stores, a handsome residence 
in Irvington and recently was one of three who purchased the 
shipyard in Seattle for a price in excess of $200,000.”

Berkowitz described raising money for charity as Selling’s 
“favorite pursuit,” and said that, when he walked the streets of 
Portland, “every face greeted him with a smile.”

“His memory will be written across the years as one who 
loved mankind and died in possession of life’s chiefest treasure – 
a good name.”  
Sura Rubenstein is a Portland writer.

[HISTORY]

“Ben Selling loved his neighbor better than himself. 
 He was an eved Adonay, a servant of the Most High.”

~ Rabbi Henry J. Berkowitz, in a tribute read at Mr. Selling’s funeral, 1931

“The major portion of the life of Ben 
Selling ran parallel with the history of 
Portland,” Berkowitz said, noting that the city 
had about 5,000 residents when the Sellings 
moved north – and grew to more than 
300,000 during Selling’s life.

Philip Selling opened a general merchan-
dise store at Southwest First Avenue and 
Yamhill Street, and also was active in the 
community. In 1904, as the oldest member of 
Congregation Ahavai Sholom, he was hon-
ored with laying the cornerstone for its new 
synagogue on Southwest Park Avenue. The 
following year, the Council of Jewish Women 
thanked him for underwriting the entire 
cost of improvements to the Neighborhood 
House in South Portland. His will provided 
additional bequests to the Council, a Baby 
Home and other agencies following his death 
in 1908.

As a youth, Ben Selling attended the Beth 
Israel Religious School and then the Portland Academy, but 
didn’t graduate with his class because his father needed his help 
in the store.

“During his school days, he was sent to S.F. (San Francisco) 
to attend school, remained there (a) few days, got homesick 
and returned on the same boat,” his son, Dr. Laurence Selling, 
recalled in a handwritten reminiscence on file at OJM.

Dr. Selling also noted that his father worked for his grand-
father “without any salary” until 1881, when he went into the 
wholesale boot and shoe business with F.E. Akin and H. Dosch. 
In 1893 he became involved in the Moyer Clothing Company, 
and in 1897 opened his own company, Ben Selling, Clothier, at 
the corner of Southwest Morrison Street and Fourth Avenue.

“For a period of over 30 years, that corner was a landmark 
in the life of Portland,” Berkowitz said. “His store was a mecca 
for indigent students, bankrupt business men, itinerant beggars, 
traveling institutional solicitors, campaign directors, Old World 
rabbis and representatives of numerous other categories.”

“The clothing business was of secondary importance,” 
Berkowitz added. “From all appearances, (it) was maintained 
merely in order that the great philanthropist might have a head-
quarters for his charitable activities.”

He led innumerable charitable campaigns and was often the 
first to give.

“Under Selling’s leadership, Portland raised more per capita 
for survivors of the Kishinev pogrom (1903) than any other 
city in the country,” Steve Lowenstein observed in The Jews of 

A Champion of Charity – Ben Selling, here 
circa 1925, dedicated his life to helping 
others in all walks of life. When he died 
in 1931, Portland and Oregon mourned 
his loss. OJM 02497. Courtesy of Oregon 
Jewish Museum

Registration Open for Spring Classes
At the MJCC 

What Is God? Part III with Jan Rabinowitch
Tuesdays, March 18-June 10, 9:15-10:30 a.m., 10 sessions, $180  
(Parts 1 and 2 are encouraged but not required as a prerequisite.)

Diversity of the Orthodox World with Dr. Sylvia Frankel 
Tuesdays, March 18-April 29, 10:45-noon, 5 sessions, $90

The Poetry of Yehuda Amichai with Sarah Liebman
Tuesdays, May 6-June 10, 10:45-noon, 5 sessions, $90

The Jewish Roots of Christianity with Jan Rabinowitch
Tuesdays, March 18-June 10, 12-1:15, 10 sessions, $180 

At Shaarie Torah 
What is God, Part II with Jan Rabinowitch
Tuesdays, Jan 7-March 11, 7:00-8:15 p.m., 10 sessions, $180
(Part 1 is encouraged but not required as a prerequisite.)

Cantillation, with Dr. Erica Goldman
Tuesdays, Jan 7-March 11, 8:30-9:45 p.m., 10 sessions, $180

At Shir Tikvah
Jewish Denominations: Addressing the Challenges of Modernity with Jan Rabinowitch
Thursdays, March 20-May 29, 7:00-8:15 p.m., 10 sessions, $180

At Neveh Shalom
Mysticism and Kabbalah: Secret Knowledge in Judaism with Rabbi Joshua Stampfer
 Mondays March 17-June 2, 2-3:15 p.m., 10 sessions, $180, Book: $36. 
 Thursdays March 20-May 29, 10:30-11:45, 10 sessions, $180, Book: $36. To register  

call 503-384-2476 
e-mail learn@meltonportland.org
or visit www.meltonportland.org
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[SENIORS]

DEDICATION: (From left)  David Fuks, Cedar Sinai Park, Chief 
Executive Officer; Traci Manning, Portland Housing Bureau,  Director; 
Duke Shepard, Labor and Human Services Policy Advisor to the 
Governor; Ivan L. Gold, Cedar Sinai Park, Board Member; James 
Winkler, Winkler Development Corporation, President; Nick Fish, 
Portland City Commissioner; Margaret Van Vliet, Oregon Housing and 
Community Services Director all spoke at the Jan. 17 dedication of 
the 1200 Building, Park Tower and Lexington Apartments, as well as 
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Health and Social Services Center, 
which is located in the 1200 Building.

Affordable Housing in Downtown Portland? 

Actually, Yes!
By Liz Rabiner Lippoff

Malka Osserman is the religious 
school administrator at Beit Haverim 
in Portland, and last summer she found 
herself in a situation she never could have 
imagined. With two master’s degrees, 25 
years as a geriatric social worker in Florida 
and a job she enjoyed, she was struggling 
to make rent every month. 

Malka had moved to Oregon in 2008 
to be on the same coast with her fam-
ily, and at first it was fine. She rented a 
two-bedroom house in Beaverton and 
liked her community, but then they raised 
her rent. And raised it again. She took in 
roommates, but that got more and more 
difficult.

Then she read an article in Oregon 
Jewish Life about the new Cedar Sinai 
Park Section 8 affordable housing build-
ings in downtown Portland. She applied 
for residency, and in two months she 
moved into the Park Tower Apartments 
on Southwest Salmon Street, close to the 
Park Blocks, a walk to the waterfront, 
amenities on site.

Malka already knew a lot about Section 
8 “affordable” or “low income” housing, 
but she says this bears no resemblance 
to anything she has ever seen before. “It 
is like a boutique hotel,” she marvels. 
“The buildings are beautiful, totally reno-
vated, new furniture, well thought out. 
Everything is so well kept up.”

Still, it was quite an adjustment at first. 
“There are 162 residents here, and it’s a 
real mixed bag,” she says. “I didn’t know 
anybody. How do I conduct myself ? I am 
a social worker, though. I told myself: I 
can do this. I started by observing first.”

The mixed bag, it turns out, holds some interesting people. 
There are the elderly – she herself is 62 – and some of them have 
challenges. There are people with disabilities. And she discovered 
there are lots of immigrants. One of her new friends is an Iranian 
Ph.D. student. “Many of them,” she says, “are highly educated 
but just don’t make enough money to be established.” 

It also just feels right to her. She has joined the women’s 
group, and they work together to bring comfort and unity to the 
building.

“I was raised on a kibbutz where we were taught, ‘You shalt 
not cast us away when we are old and tired,’ ” Malka says. “They 
cared for my mother when she was paralyzed after multiple 
strokes. Later, they built a beautiful continuum of care facility 
at the center of the kibbutz so people could easily interact with 
the residents. The closest I have seen to such care and attention 
to the elders’ needs are the four buildings Cedar Sinai Park 
acquired.”

“There is a dignity here. Everybody here knows it’s unique. 
This is how it should be.”

iiiiiii

Affordable housing was a logical next step for Cedar Sinai 
Park, says CEO David Fuks, but it would never have been pos-
sible without the generosity of the Schnitzer family, the hard 
work of Jim Winkler, and the dedication and cooperation of 
a whole team of partners and supporters. In the end, he says, 
it is going to be excellent for the community as well as for the 
organization itself. 

“There are two elements that made this right for us,” he says. 
“First, it makes business sense. By operating affordable housing 
the way we are doing it, we can generate resources that will help 
us sustain the core mission of the organization: supporting our 
Jewish elders, including those who cannot afford the full cost of 
their care at the nursing center.”

Contact Information
The 1200 Building Apartments
1220 SW 12th Ave.
503-450-0721

Park Tower Apartments
731 SW Salmon St.
503-227-3367

Lexington Apartments
1125 SW 12th Ave.
503-227-3367

Rose Schnitzer Tower
1430 SW 12th Ave.
503-222-7467
Email: JaneM@harsch.com

1400 NE Second Avenue • Portland, OR
www.PacificaCalaroga.com

CALL TODAY
(503) 736-3642

Affordable 
Apartments

Amazing 
Balcony Views

Find Your Passion
At Calaroga Terrace 

Fine Dining
Theaters

Shopping
Music

Waterfront
Movies
Culture

Local Arts
Friends

Entertainment
Local Cuisine

Social Gatherings
Fitness Classes

Find Your Passion
At Calaroga Terrace 

City Living  
At Its Finest!

Vibrant Social  
Atmosphere

Theaters
Shopping

Music
Waterfront

Movies
Local Arts & Culture

Friends
Entertainment

Malka Osserman
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It also will help Jewish elders who want to live at home and 
be independent longer, something, he says, people are telling 
him that they want, loud and clear.

“Cedar Sinai Park has a long-standing commitment to meet 
the needs of the Jewish community, creating a context for care 
and services so that people, regardless of their circumstances, can 
live at home in dignity, comfort and safety as long as they wish.”

Multi-family facilities have an additional benefit, according 
to Fuks. “Elders may seek to stay in their own homes in a way 
that results in them being isolated from others,” he says. “It also 
may not allow them access to some of the services they need to 
keep their independence. When a health situation comes up, 
they can end up needing a much higher level of care than they 
might have needed had the services been available to them at 
home. Onsite and nearby services are a key component of the 
new buildings.”

Section 8 HUD Affordable (Subsidized) Housing eligibil-
ity standards vary slightly by building. In general, though, the 
apartments are for households including a person who is 62 or 
older or, alternatively, has a disability. Residents must be here 
legally. And there is an upper income limit for each building. 
Currently, for example, the limit for a one-person household at 
the Park Tower, Lexington and 1200 Building is $24,300 a year; 

�rive.

Co
nnect.t.t MoMoM tivatetet .

Visit us anytime 

in the month of 

March and receive a 

special gift.

What are you waiting for?
Retirement living here at Courtyard Village allows you to 
� nally experience a stress-free and maintenance-free home 
life. Our social, event, and activities calendar is � lled with a 
variety of options for you to choose from. We have fun here 
and we would love for you to join us.

503-297-5500 • courtyardvillage.com
4875 SW 78th Avenue in Portland 

(next to Fred Meyers Raleigh Hills)

ACTIVE INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

Portland philanthropist Arlene Schnitzer, with 
the support of her son Jordan Schnitzer, has 
earmarked $5 million from the Harold and 
Arlene Schnitzer Family Fund of the Oregon 
Jewish Community Foundation as the lead gift 
in Cedar Sinai Park’s Capital Campaign. The 
gift continues the Schnitzer family legacy of 

commitment to elders and people with disabilities. OJCF is CSP’s legacy planning 
and investment partner. This designated gift is being made in Mrs. Schnitzer’s name 
and in the name of her husband, Harold Schnitzer, z”l, who passed away in 2011.

“Harold would be proud to see our family’s participation in helping to build a new 
vision for the way services are delivered to elders in the Jewish as well as (the) 
broader community. It brings us great comfort to know that many will have access to 
this facility and its wonderful services for decades to come,” says Mrs. Schnitzer. 

“Our family has always felt it was important to not only honor our elders, but help 
provide the quality of life and care so our seniors can live with dignity and peace,” 
says Mrs. Schnitzer. She notes their son, Jordan, spent 16 years leading CSP and 
helped to restructure the operations of the nonprofit in the 1980s and 1990s. He 
also led the development of CSP’s May Apartments and Rose Schnitzer Manor. “We 
are confident that Portland’s funding community will rise to the challenge involved in 
this gift and help to build this new care center and to build the endowment that will 
assure that it will be well-managed for generations to come.”

To meet the changing needs of current and future generations, CSP’s Capital 
Campaign will raise the funds to renovate the existing Robison Jewish Health Center 
(so all rooms will be private), and develop a new care and rehabilitation center in 
Southwest Portland to be named the Harold Schnitzer Health and Rehabilitation 
Care Center. The new center will be a four-story household model featuring private 
bedrooms and bathrooms, along with shared kitchens and living rooms to help 
residents sustain meaningful connections to family and friends while receiving the 
highest quality of professional medical care. 

The Harold and Arlene Schnitzer Family Donor Advised Fund of the OJCF was 
established in 2012 as a result of the largest gift ever made to Portland’s Jewish 
community. According to Harold Schnitzer’s wishes, Park Tower Apartments was gifted 
by the family to OJCF in October 2012 to honor Harold and to continue his legacy. 

The gift from the Schnitzer fund includes $3 million designated as a fund-raising 
challenge grant and $1.75 million as a top-off grant at the end of the community 
fund-raising effort. The remaining $250,000 has been designated as a challenge 
grant to create an endowment for the new care center’s building maintenance.

“We are honored by this gift and by the remarkable leadership and confidence 
it represents. … Arlene Schnitzer’s desire to fulfill her husband Harold’s wish is 
something for which we will be eternally grateful, and Jordan’s 33-year history of 
supporting seniors in the community is unprecedented,” says CSP Capital Campaign 
Chair Jim Winkler.

The total CSP Capital and Endowment Campaign goal is $28 million. More than $11 
million of the $18 million community fund-raising goal has been raised to date. CSP 
anticipates that $7.5 million in bonds will be sold to complete construction financing. 
In addition, $2.5 million will be raised by CSP to create a maintenance endowment 
for the healthcare buildings.

“We are so grateful to the late Harold Schnitzer and his family for their leadership 
and vision, and our board and community are determined to meet and exceed the 
challenges built into this marvelous gift,” says CSP Board President Paul Frisch.

“The foundation is honored to play a unique role in facilitating the incredible 
generosity of Harold, Arlene and Jordan Schnitzer in support of CSP’s Capital 
Campaign. This gift will surely inspire others to join in support of this important 
endeavor,” says OJCF Executive Director Julie Diamond.   

it is $30,660 a year at the Rose Schnitzer Tower. The numbers 
go up for multi-person households. For those who are accepted, 
the rent is always capped at about 30% of household income. 
Housing almost anywhere in the city, never mind downtown, 
can’t begin to compare. 

“Be realistic about your economic situation,” Fuks advises. “If 
you are in your 80s, with some net worth but living primarily on 
Social Security, maybe some savings or a small pension, you may 
be eligible for housing like this. And this is really nice, near the 
art museum, near Broadway.” 

There is a big snag, however. There are waiting lists for each of 
the buildings.

David Fuks’s advice? Put yourself on the waiting list now, be-
fore you need or want to move. You can always say “no thanks,” 
but you can’t make a quick decision if your circumstances change 
all of a sudden.

“In terms of affordability, it makes sense. In terms of the 
desire to remain independent, it makes sense. Put yourself on the 
list. Tell your friends.”   
Liz Rabiner Lippoff is a Portland freelance writer. Her company, Liz, ink, 
specializes in medical marketing. LizRL@rabiner.com LizInk.biz

 

“I believe people make changes only when they have to. I had to make a change. It just happened to 
be the best thing that ever happened to me. This is the place for me to be.” Malka Osserman, Park Tower Resident

FREE Hearing 
Screening 
with this coupon  
($119 VALUE)

Please call us today  
for your appointment 

expires: 2/27/12

Audiology Services include:* 
HEARING TESTS • HEARING AID ADJUSTMENTS 

HEARING AID REPAIRS • HEARING AID CLEANINGS 
OTOSCOPIC EXAMINATIONS • WAX REMOVAL 

*Hearing aids may be tax deductible.

DOCTORS OF AUDIOLOGY 
Alisa B. Weinzimer 
Allison E. Bradley

Two Convenient  
Locations

5010 NE 33rd Ave. 
503.284.1906

5331 SW Macadam #395 
(In the Water Tower Bldg.) 

503.719.4208

www.pacoregon.com3/31/14

Arlene Schnitzer designates $5 million 
to Cedar Sinai Park Capital Campaign

• Knowledge of Jewish burial customs
• Serving all Jewish congregations & cemeteries
• Advance planning with no pressure to buy

Funeral Home
8421 SW Macadam Avenue - Portland  

503.246.6488 (day or night) 
Website: riverviewcemeteryfuneralhome.com

Cemetery
0300 SW Taylors Ferry Road - Portland

503.246.4251
Website: riverviewcemetery.org

FUNERAL HOME STAFF
Steve Moore, Lisa Aquilla

Christina Perkins-Schmalle, Gary Sands
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By Polina Olsen

You’ve seen the phenomenon at OMSI 
for 40 years, a 10-foot-high, ever-moving 
mechanical sculpture that lifts and then 
drops balls through its labyrinth. The 
gravitram, a name derived from the words 
“gravity” and “tramway,” is the work of art-
ist, designer and inventor Shab Levy. Built 
in 1973, the OMSI sculpture is one of 
many custom-made science exhibits Shab 
and his team created for museums around 
the world. The exhibit director at OMSI 
for 19 years, Shab moved on to found 

Shab Levy:The Man behind 
OMSI’s Mesmerizing Gravitram

Shab Levy at home with his dog Milo. 
Photo by Polina Olsen  

Shabtay Levy was born in Bulgaria in 1939 and immigrated 
to Israel with his family at age 10.  “Bulgaria was one of only two 
European countries that objected to the transportation of Jews,” 
he says, referring to the Holocaust. While Nazis transported 
and annihilated Jews in the Macedonian and Greek areas of the 
country, most other Bulgarian Jews survived. 

“Bulgarian Jews were cultural but not religious,” Shab says. 
“My parents and grandparents went to synagogue occasionally, 
and I was raised secular. During the war, all Jews had to evacuate 
the big cities. We went to a small town on the Danube. About 
95% of Bulgarian Jews immigrated to Israel in 1949 and 1950. I 
was 10 when we left.”

Shab was working at a small science museum in Tel Aviv 
when an American visitor from OMSI handed him a business 
card. Shab came over on a one-year apprenticeship program 
in 1967. “My boss at OMSI thought that since I was raised in 
Israel, I knew about agriculture,” he says. “He put me to work 
designing an exhibit about cows and eggs; I hadn’t the foggiest. 
Finally, I said, ‘I’d like to do this and this.’ My first exhibit was 
on math, the second fluid mechanics.” Shab became director of 
exhibits within three years.  

Meanwhile his two children attended Portland Jewish 
Academy where his ex-wife Shoshanna worked. Shab earned a 
degree in industrial design at Portland State University, worked 
full time at OMSI and developed exhibits for museums around 
the world in his spare time. His second gravitram went to a mu-
seum in Oklahoma, another to Lahore, Pakistan.  By 1987, Shab 
felt ready to start his own company.

“Gravitrams were only part of what we did,” says 
Shab. “I was in business for over 15 years, and we had 
clients all over. Probably my favorite exhibits were 
physics oriented – sound, light, electricity – although 
we designed others like perception. I had a talented 
staff, a Ph.D. in physics, architects, graphic or indus-
trial designers, and machinists.”

Shab also pursued his other passion, stereoscopic 
or three-dimensional photography. He and his part-
ner, Diane Rulien, and others from the Cascade 
Stereoscopic Club opened the 3D Center of Art and 
Photography on Northwest Lovejoy Street in 2003. 
Today, Shab fills his spacious den with his three-
dimensional sculptures and computer paintings along 
with kinetic art and knickknacks from around the 
world. He even has a few treasures from his days in 
Bulgaria.

Still, when Portlanders think of Shab Levy, his 
iconic gravitram at OMSI comes to mind. “It went 
up on the floor 40 years ago and has been functioning 
every day,” Shab says. “It survived the move from the 
old OMSI by the zoo. The fun was the brainstorming 
and building the exhibit.  I’ve never been bored at my 
work – ever. I would do it again.”

For more information on Shab Levy Designs, visit 
gravitram.com.   

Levy Designs based in Northwest 
Portland.

“Kinetic art either has moving 
parts or there is a movement feel-
ing,” says Shab during an inter-
view at his home in Multnomah 
Village. “Either you move and 
create a feeling or it moves. I’ve 
always been interested in kinetic 
art, but I was about 22 when I 
first saw it live. A traveling exhibit 
came from France to Israel.”

[SENIORS]
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Shab Levy’s gravitram in Porto Alegre, Brazil.  
Photo courtesy Shab Levy



Thank you to the following donors for being pacesetters for our 2014 Annual Campaign.
The Jewish Federation of Greater Portland is pleased to acknowledge our 2014 Annual Campaign contributors  

at the $500 level and above (pledge received as of February 10). 
Please note all contributors as of June 30, 2014 will be listed in our 2014 Annual Report.  

Be a part of our community campaign - make your gift today!

DIRECTORS 
($375,000 and above)

Jay & Diane Zidell

FOUNDERS 
($150,000-$374,999)

Arlene Schnitzer

PATRONS 
($100,000-$149,999)

Anonymous

Goodman Family 
Doug & Lila Goodman  

Mark & Christi Goodman°  
Greg Goodman  

& Susan Schnitzer

BUILDERS/ZAHAV 
($50,000-$99,999)

Robert & Rita Philip  
Family Fund of the OJCF°

Jerry & Helen Stern°  
Tom & Mary Jane Stern°  
Sharon Stern Eve Stern

Tonkin Family  
Ron (z”l) & Marcy Tonkin  

Barry Tonkin  
Brad & Michelle Tonkin  

Ed Tonkin

LEADERS/EMERALD 
($25,000-$49,999)

Morris J. Galen

Gary & Joyce Hoffman

Holzman Foundation  
Irwin & Renee Holzman°

Tony & Priscilla Kostiner°

Irving Levin & Stephanie Fowler 
Fund of the OCF

Michael Menashe  
Family Fund of the OJCF

Henry & Nancy Oseran  
Family Fund of the OJCF

Rosenberg/Lippman  
Family Fund of the OJCF  

Rosy Rosenberg & Ellen Lippman°
Leonard & Lois Schnitzer  

Charitable Foundation of the OJCF°
Shlachter Family Fund of the OJCF 

Rob & Mara Shlachter°

CHAI/SAPPHIRE 
($18,000-$24,999)
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Ruben & Liz Menashe°
Barry & Susan Menashe  

Family Fund of the OJCF
Jim & Lora Meyer°
Madeline Nelson°

Packouz Family Fund  
Ray & Dorothy Packouz°

D. Rosencrantz Family Fund  
of the OJCF  

David & Diane Rosencrantz
Richard & Deanne Rubinstein

The Ralph & Bunny Schlesinger 
Foundation

Lois Schnitzer°
Charlene Zidell

PRESIDENTS/RUBY 
($10,000-$17,999)

Beatrice Fox Auerbach  
Foundation Fund

Gerel Blauer°
Marge Cohn°

Richard Edelson  
& Jill Schnitzer Edelson°

Stan Geffen & Adrienne Souther
Gersham & Pauline Goldstein

Mark & Lauren Goldstein
Larry Holzman

Lee & Becky Holzman
Garry & Judith Kahn°

Kurosaki Family Fund of the OJCF
Steven Lippman  

& Vicki French Lippman
Bruce Morris & Cassandra Sagan

Joel Mullin & Sheri Katz

Jeanne Newmark
Jean Pierce

Paul & Gayle Romain°
Stanley & Madelle Rosenfeld  

Family Fund of the OJCF
Eleanore Rubinstein
Jerry & Bunny Sadis

Faye Samuels  
& The Stanley Samuels (z”l) 

Endowment Fund of the OJCF°
Mildred & Morris Schnitzer 

Charitable Fund of the OCF
Phyllis & Howard Schwartz

Mardi & Tom Spitzer°
Cheryl Tonkin & Rena Tonkin

Sharon Ungerleider
Ken & Mary Unkeles

Larry & Linda Veltman
Sharon Weil°
Ira Weintraub  

& Robin Sandler Weintraub
Victor & Korina Winkler

Min Zidell
Paul & Sandi Zimmerman

ADVANCED/LION 
($5,000-$9,999)

John & Carol Arnsberg
Gloria Bacharach°

Bonnie & Jonathan Barg
Norm & Eve Barnett
Peter & Leslie Beard

Mindy Becker
Marc & Sarah Blattner°

Stephen & Beverly Bookin
Donna Brownstein

Barry & Barbara Caplan
Milton & Cissi Carl  
Fund of the OJCF°

Stuart & Mandi Chestler
Frieda Cohen

Sy & Carol Danish
Richard B. Dobrow

Stuart & Leah Durkheimer Fund

Tom & Linda Georges°
Gevurtz Menashe Attorneys at Law

Simon & Janine Gottheiner
Warwick & Yvette Hall
Sue Halupowski (z”l)
Irv & Gail Handelman

Gregory & Kimberley Harris°
Michael Hasson

Stan & Shirley Hodes
Steven & Wendy Kahn

Carole Katz Charitable Trust
Fred & Annette Keller

Shelly Klapper & Sue Hickey°
Jakob Kryszek

Bud & Robin Marcus
Dina S. Meier°

Alan & Lana Miller°
Janice Orloff

Ron & Linda Popkin°
Jeff & Francine Reingold

Chuck & Selene Robinowitz
Richard & Lois Rosenbaum

Rosemarie Rosenfeld
Laurens & Judith Ruben°
Richard & Jill Rubinstein

Robert & Ann Sacks
Dan Saltzman
Elaine Savinar

Sam & Beulah Schauffer
Mina Schnitzer

Curt & Kathy Sheinin
Merv & Lucille Solomon

Tauman Family Fund of the OJCF 
Chuck & Nancy Tauman°

Lawrence & Vicki Wasserman°
Michael Weiner  

& Kathy Davis-Weiner
Gary & Carolyn Weinstein°

Marcia & Stuart Weiss Family 
Philanthropic Fund of the OJCF° 

Pat Welch
David Wolf & Ann Bardacke

Steve Zusman

® THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.   

° Denotes a planned legacy gift to the Jewish community  
    (as communicated to JFGP)

HAVERIM/POMEGRANATE 
($2,500-$4,999)
Alan Bacharach°

Stuart & Jacqueline Barthold
Barry & Karla Benson

Andrew Berlinberg & Ellen Raim
Manny & Karen Berman°

Owen & Lynn Blank
Fred & Tina Blank

Karen Blauer & Dvora Mencher
George & Harriet Bodner  

Fund of the OJCF°
Ernest Bonyhadi  

& Shirley Gittelsohn
Marianne Buchwalter

Rabbi Michael  
& Cantor Ida Rae Cahana

Bernie Caplan
Robert & Barbara Crooke

Howard & Linda Davis
Aaron & David Douglas
Dena & George Drasin
Aki & Devora Fleshler

Larry N. Frager
Andy Frank & Sally Rosenfeld

Marc Franklin
Ian & Judy Freeman
Suzanne Friedman

William & Bev Galen
Leonard & Yvonne Gionet

Bob & Lesley Glasgow
Jonathan Glass & Sarah Kahn Glass

Ivan Gold
Hans & Marilyn Grunbaum

Jay Holzman
Scott Howard & Lucy Kivel

Bill & Dana Hunt
Jake Family Fund

KAVE Family Foundation
Michael & Mary Klein
Keith & Merle Koplan

Steve Laveson & Lesley Isenstein
Irv & Rhoda Leopold

Gerald & Evelyn Leshgold
Leonard & Nira Levine°

Merritt Linn & Susan Korey
Derek & Lydia Lipman°

David Lokting
Ralph & Bobbi London
Len & Sharlene Ludwig

Yossi & Judy Malka
Joe & Linda Mandiberg
Samuel & Jo Ellen Miller

Michael & Nancy Neuman
Ed & Jill Neuwelt

Mark New
Miles Newmark & Barbara Gilbert

Nor-Mon Distributing Inc.  
by Norm Chusid

Michael & Linda Osherow

Jordan & Debbie Plawner

Stephen Rallison & Sharon Stern

Bert & Laurie Rogoway°

Robert & Joan Rosenbaum

William & Goldie Rosenbaum  
Family Fund of the OJCF

Mark Rosenberg & Ilene Safyan

Alan & Eve Rosenfeld  
Family Fund of the OJCF°

Stan & Pam Rotenberg

Isadore L. Russell°

Merrill Schneider

Barbara & Jack Schwartz  
Fund of the OJCF

Martin Schwartz & Marcia Freed

Robert & Carol Schwartz  
Charitable Foundation Fund

Joel & Sandra Seres

Allan Shleifer

Stuart & Susan Shleifer

Nancy & Richard Silverman 
Charitable Foundation Inc

Eric & Dana Simpson

Robert & Susan Solomon 
U.S. Outdoor Store, Inc.

Les & Martha Soltesz

Marshal Spector & Shari Levinson

The Mitzvah Foundation

Norman & Sue Wapnick

Jeff & Jennifer Weprin

Mark & Mindy Zeitzer

KEHILLA/BEN GURION 
($1,000-$2,499)

Roy & Kay Abramowitz

Joy Alkalay (z”l)
Argo Investments

Robin Bacon-Shone

Melvyn & Elaine Ball

Jerome Barde

John T. Barton

Lester & Heather Baskin

William & Sandra Bennett

Ricardo & Rosana Berdichevsky°

Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Berg

Jonathan Berger

Steven B. Berliner

Herbert D. Black°

Susan Blatt

Jay & Robin Bodner

Steven & Sharon Brenner

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald J. Broock

Gideon & Julie Caron

Nathan & Sara Cogan  
Fund of the OJCF

Arnold & Elaine Cogan

Stuart & Reena Davis

Michael & Janice Deitz

Jeffrey Druckman & Erica Goldman
Barbara Durkheimer
Stan & Bev Eastern

The Edelson-Shulman Fund  
James Edelson  

& Phoebe Shulman-Edelson
Bob & Mimi Epstein

Donald & Katharine Epstein
Edward & Marilyn Epstein

Karen Fishel
Rebecca Fleischman  

Charitable Fund
Laurie Forrest

Josh & Amy Frankel
Gary & Tricia Friedlander

Steven Friedman  
& Suzanne Lubarsky-Friedman

David Fuks & DeAnn Sullivan-Fuks
Elisa Funes

Ashley Furman  
& Elizabeth Weckstein

Susan Gerson
Edward & Florence Glick
Ty & Lindsay Gluckman

Leonard & Dolly Goldberg
Goldsmith Investment Company 

Tom Goldsmith
Rosalie Goodman

Lee Gordon & Miriam Reshotko
Margaret Gotesman

Peryl Gottesman (z”l)
Gerald & Nancy Green

Mitch & Harriet Greenlick
Miriam Greenstein°
Rachel Halupowski°

Andrew & Ilene Harris
Fred & Sara Harwin

Dan Heims & Lynne Bartenstein
Lawrence Hipshman
Cliff & Julie Hockley

Lindsey Horenblas & Geri Cullers
Bob & Dorice Horenstein
Michael & Brandy Horwitz
Rabbi Daniel & Carol Isaak

Marje Jacobson
Daniel & Shannon Janoff

JEZ Foundation 
Jason Zidell

Michael & Jessica Justice
KMR Group Foundation

Lisa Kaner
Norman & Susan Kaplon

Richard & Rita Klein
Carl Klinge & Susan Meyer

Eric & Anna Kodesch
Lawrence & Karen Konick
Michael & Kathleen Krall
Michael & Gretchen Kriss
Jerry & Joanne Kryszek

Kenneth Kwartler  
& Michelle Lentzner
Robert & Lore Labby
Paul & Lee Ann Labby

Robert & Sally Landauer°
Kenneth Lerner  

& Katherine McDowell
Sally Levin
Victor Levy

Peter & Cynthia Lewinsohn
Ruth Lindemann

Stan & Joyce Loeb
Richard & Diane Lowensohn

Roger & Freddy Lunt
Stan Marcus

Herman & Andrea Marenstein Fund
Jerry & Geri Matin

Richard & Judi Matza
Stanley & Judith Menache
Jack & Madeleine Menashe
Larry & Joyce Mendelsohn

Bob Mendelson
Bob Mesher

Rich & Erika Meyer
Gene & Cynthia Meyer
Alan & Debra Montrose

Nathan Family Charitable Fund 
Helle Nathan

Roscoe Nelson & Debra Harrison
Barry & Jane Newman

Phyllis Newmark
Brian & Amara Norman

Paul Norr & Helaine Gross
Avrel Nudelman

Benjamin Olds & Nadine Gartner
Earl & Dale Oller
Linda Ostomel
Ella Ostroff°

Fedor Pikus & Galina Golant
Dan & Janice Pitman°

Alvin & Shirley Rackner
Jerome Reich°
Julie Rennett

Jim & Michael Richman
Howard Rosenbaum & Marcia Kahn

Cantor David & Kim Rosenberg
Jack A. Rosenberg

Eric & Tiffany Rosenfeld  
Fund of the OJCF°

Kyle & Becky Rotenberg°
Ruth Roth

Barry & Virginia Russell
Steven & Masha Sanders
Joseph & Susan Schwartz

John & Rosemary Schwimmer
Jeffrey & Nancy Sharff

Scott & Pam Sidell
Isaac Simkin & Susan Rosenzweig

William & Marynell Simkoff
continued on following page
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Kids 
& Teens too
A child friendly resource for parents

Special Section: Camps

Kids
darndest 
things!

say 
theSend us  funny or 

insightful comments 
from  your kids along with an 
adorable photo.
We want to share your kids’ photos 

and words with our readers.

(à la  Art Linkletter)

Send to: editor@ojlife.com

Steve & Dana Sirkin

Rodger & Marcella Sleven

Larry Sokol

Richard B. Solomon°

Lee & Leslie Spector

Len & Arnette Springer

Robert & Wendy Steinberg

Lance & Mary Steinberg

David & Terry Taylor

Gerald Thomas & Elizabeth Collings

Frieda Tobin

Transmission Exchange  
Greg & Christine Hodes

Martin B. Vidgoff

Jim & Ann Waldman

Michael Wall & Wendy Weissman

Leland & Renie Waltuck

Harris J. Waters

Jason & Shonda Waxman

David & Joan Weil

David P. Weiner & Teresa J Spada

Robin L. Weinstein

Jeff & Sherri Weinstein

Peter Wigmore & Randy Katz

Jeffrey & Lynn Wolfstone

Hon. Ron Wyden

Ivan Zackheim & Miriam Hecht

Alan & Janet Zell

Vicki Zidell

Zolotar Fund of the OJCF

MITZVAH/GENESIS 
($500-$999)

Merle Alexander

Pamela Sue Alexander

Robert & Karen Altman

Steve & Pat Arnsberg

Mark & Jenna Barnett

Dennis Batke & Karol Niemi

Peter & Rita Bedrick

Todd & Joni Berinstein

Shemaya Blauer

Ronald & Linda Borkan

Richard & Ellen Cohen

Mitch & Lynne Cohen

Mark & Wendy Comstock

Paul & Beverly Contorer

Lee & Sheri Cordova

James Crane & Karla Forsythe

Howard & Wendy David

Ken Davis & Louise Rosen

Julie & Tom Diamond  
Family Fund of the OJCF°

Louis & Kathleen Doctor

Lawrence & Angela Dworkin

Barbara Jayne Edelson

Norman & Sharon Eder

Catherine Ellison

John & Sarah Epstein

Tsvi & Navah Epstein

Joan Erath

Ben & Kristen Ertischek

Michael & Lynda Falkenstein

Howard & Tamra Feuerstein

Michael & Chris Feves

Jane Flaxman

James & Arlene Fromer

Richard & Susan Garber

Rick Garfinkle & Karla Green

Ruth Gassner

Bruce Goldberg & Ora Botwinick

Ilene S. Goldberg°

Rae S. Goldenberg

Judith Goldstein

Stuart Goldstein & Lynn Burgin

Bill & Terrie Hadfield

Lynne Hamilton

Richard & Catherine Hartoch

Joe & Nancy Hertzberg

John & Ilana Hoffman

Larry M. Hornick

Jerry D. Hunter

Ken & Karen Janoff

Peter & Anne Jarvis

Michael & Michelle Kane

Julian Kaufman

Sivia Kaye°

Daniel & Kate Koehler Lefco

Loren & Michelle Koplan°

Raul & Lidia Krivoy

Stuart Kronick

Charles & Donna Kuttner

Bill Kwitman & Monica Moriarty

Florence Lear-Baumgarten

Phil & Cissy Levine

Howard & Jan Levine

Glen & Lisa Levy

Charles & Jo Levy

Leonard & Mimi Lewitt

Hanoch & Cheryl Livneh

Peter & Anna Lyman

Hank L. Marcus

Milton & Lynn Marks

Steve Mullinax & Bonnie Messinger

Nike

Jeff, Anne, Josh & Sol Nudelman

Jeffrey Olenick & Amy Shapiro

Oregon Jewish Community  
Youth Foundation

Richard & Mary Peizner

Walt & Pam Pelett

Barry Pelzner & Debbie Pollack

Steven & Melissa Peterman

Naomi Kaufman Price

Barry Pullen & Deanne Froehlich

Isaac & Bonnie Quintero

Daniel Raider & Shari Satir Raider

Isaac H. Regenstreif

Victor Richenstein

Edward & Katherine Richman

Alberto & Diana Rinkevich

Stephen & Leslie Robinson

Norman & Judith Rosenbloom

Elise Rosenfeld

Randi Rosenfield

Elden & Margie Rosenthal

Todd & Felicia Rosenthal°

David & Carmel Ross

Jeannette Ross

Ari Rothstein  
& Caron Blau Rothstein

David Rozansky  
& Elana Cohn-Rozansky

Cindy Saltzman

Joel E. Saxe Philanthropic Fund 
Joel & Susan Saxe

Ben & Jodi Schwartz

Leonard & Elayne Shapiro

Denny & Barbara Shleifer

Janis Shleifer-Rosenfeld

Michael Simon & Suzanne Bonamici

Leonard Simpson

Bruce & Sheila Stern

Scott & Suzan Supperstein

Isaac & Charlotte Tevet

Jack & Adele Thompson

Jesse Treger & Candice Adelson

Greg & Nicole Walters

Bernard & Naomi Warmflash

Allan & Karen Weiland

Allan & Judy Weingard

Mike & Susanne Wendrow

Arne Westerman

Michael Winer

Ben & Ariel Winkleblack

Eugene & Tia Zilberstein

Rabbi Arthur & Simi Zuckerman

The individuals listed have made a pledge or indicated that they will make a grant recommendation  
from a Philanthropic Fund or Foundation.

Please note all contributors will be listed in our year-end Annual Report. 

We sincerely appreciate each and every donor (listed and anonymous) and make every effort  
to ensure the accuracy of this list.  If your name is misspelled, omitted, or in the wrong category, please let us know.   

We appreciate your understanding

Together WE do extraordinary things
503.245.6219 | www.jewishportland.org 
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THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

®
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Sometimes day camp is 
the right answer
By the American Camp Association 

For 150 years, camp has been the natural extension of 
traditional education – an expanded learning environment that 
provides enrichment and a hands-on experiential education 
like no other. Experts agree that camp is essential to a child’s 
development – teaching life lessons such as leadership, 
teamwork, empathy and problem-solving.

The most successful camp experiences occur when families 
and children work together to find a camp that best matches 
everyone’s needs. What about families who feel a sleep-away 
camp is not the right fit, but still want their child to experience 
all that camp has to offer? The answer may be right around the 
corner at a day camp. The American Camp Association reminds 
families that the benefits of day camp are extensive:
Camp close to home – Perhaps a child is too young for resident 
camp, or perhaps scheduling does not allow for extended time 
away from home. Regardless of the reason, day camp is an 
excellent alternative.
So much to do – Day camps offer a wide range of programming 
and activities including sports, arts, science and education. Like 
resident camps, day camps offer team-building activities, leader-
ship training and wilderness programs.
Keep those neurons pumping – Research indicates that par-
ticipation in intentional programs, like camp, helps reduce 
learning loss during summer months. Camp is the ultimate 
classroom, using experiences to teach problem-solving and 
skill-development.
Get those bodies moving – Camp provides children the 
opportunity to try new things and participate in human-
powered activities. According to surveys by both the Kaiser 
Family Foundation and the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, an American child is six times more likely to play a 
videogame on any given day than to ride a bike. According to 
research conducted by ACA, 63% of children who learn new 
activities at camp tend to continue engaging in these activities 
after they return home. This leads to continued physical exercise 
that lasts a lifetime.
Budget-friendly options – In certain circumstances, day care 
expenses, including transportation by a care provider, may be 
considered dependent care services and paid with a dependent 
care flexible spending account or pre-tax dollars. In addition, 
day camps may qualify for special tax incentives.

It’s not too late to find the perfect day camp 
experience. Families can visit CampParents.org and 
use the Find a Camp database. 

Day camp is life-changing, providing growth 
and development through teachable moments, 
experiences, friendships and fun. 
Originally published in Camp e-News. Reprinted by permission 
of the American Camp Association. ©2011, American Camping 
Association, Inc.

Overnight camps nourish  
youth to grow into strong adults
By Deborah Moon

Overnight camps help young campers learn valuable 
life skills that enhance their lives in college and beyond. 
Numerous studies have shown youth benefit from attend-

ing sleep-away camps.
The American Camp Association lists numer-

ous benefits young people develop through their 
experiences at residential camps. In terms of social 
skills development, campers learn leadership, com-
munication and participation skills. Campers also 
learn skills that make them valuable members of 
communities, including a sense of caring, fair-
ness, citizenship and trustworthiness. They build 
character and gain self-respect as they gain skills 
in responsibility, resourcefulness and resilience.

In his blog “Nurturing Resilience,” on the 
website of Psychology Today,  Dr. Michael Ungar, 
PhD, has explored why kids who went to summer 
camp are more successful in college. Ungar points 
out that camp makes kids resilient. Campers form 

new relationships; learn how to be proud of their 
achievements; have the chance to be “just kids” who 

interact without the baggage they carry at school; feel 
in control of their own lives; get a day balanced with 

activity, fresh air and good food; gain a sense of belong-
ing; and acquire an awareness of culture. 
That last benefit is why some families choose Jewish 
camps. Several studies show Jewish camps have the added 
benefit of building Jewish identity to create confident, en-
gaged Jewish adults. For instance the Camp Works study 
by the Foundation for Jewish Camp found that as adults, 
former campers are: 45% more likely to attend synagogue 
monthly or more; 55% more likely to be very emotionally 
attached to Israel; and 30% more likely to donate to a 
Jewish charity.

For nearly 100 years, the American Camp Association, 
with more than 7,000 members, has worked to ensure the 
quality of camp programs and to make sure campers have 
the opportunity to learn powerful lessons in community, 
character-building, skill development and healthy living – 
lessons they say can be learned nowhere else.

According to the ACA website (acacamps.org), “Camp 
provides children with a community of caring adults, who 
nurture experiential education that results in self-respect 
and appreciation for human value. All of the outcomes 
– self-identity, self-worth, self-esteem, leadership and 
self-respect – build personal competencies. … For years, 
campers’ parents have reported that when their children 
return home from camp, they are more caring, understand 
the importance of giving, are more equipped to stand up 
for what they know is right and are willing to be more 
responsible. These are the qualities that will help build a 
successful nation and a civil society.”
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JFGP President and CEO Marc Blattner 
agrees: “As a product of Jewish overnight camp, 
and now experiencing camp through my own 
children, I know the lifelong impact. Friendships, 
memories and a strong Jewish identity remain 
with you. In many ways, one of the saddest days 
of my life was when I realized I was not going to 

camp in the summer. Everyone in our community 
has the opportunity to experience a Jewish camp – 

and you should!”
For more information on One Happy Camper 

incentive grants visit OneHappyCamper.org. For 
information on grants for day school students attending 

camp or other questions, contact Bob Horenstein at bob@
jewishportland.org, 503-245-6496.

Photos and story by Polina Olsen

A zipline tops fifth-grader Javier Vollmayer’s list. 
Jared Norman wants a GaGa Pit. In fact, everyone 
at the Residential Camp Fair held at the Mittleman 
Jewish Community Center Jan. 12 had something 

special in mind for this summer’s fun. The Jewish 
camp experience, an important indicator of future 

attachment and engagement with the community, was 
the single common theme. 
This year the Jewish Federation of Greater Portland 

has good news for overnight campers. For the first time, 
they are collaborating with the One Happy Camper program 
(OneHappyCamper.org) to provide incentive grants of up to 
$1,000. If your child is a first-time overnight camper or has 
never attended a Jewish overnight camp for at least a 12-day 
session, you may qualify. Grants are not means-tested, but 
other restrictions apply. 

Under the national criteria for One Happy Camper, youth 
attending a Jewish day school are not eligible. However, 
Portland’s federation has set aside funds to extend the grants 
to students at any of Portland’s three Jewish day schools.

Your child must enroll in an approved Jewish overnight 
camp before you apply for a Happy Camper incentive grant. 
Many camps that attended the fair (see box) have a link 
to the Happy Camper application on their websites. If a 
Jewish overnight camp does not have a link on their website, 
you still might qualify. Check directly with the camp or 
contact Rachel Halupowski at rachel@jewishportland.org, 
503-892-7413.

The Residential Camp Fair at the MJCC on Jan. 
12 attracted many shoppers.

 Heather and Doran Penner

Mayah and Scott Greenfield

Shoppers at the Residential Camp Fair didn’t need to be 
convinced of the experience’s importance. “My mother went 
to Jewish camp for many years in the ’40s and ’50s,” said 
Heather Penner, who was with her 9-year-old son Doran. “It 
made her feel part of the community, and she still has friends 
from camp. I didn’t go to Jewish camp, and I’m trying to find 
one for my older son.” Heather wants a vegetarian-friendly 
community where kids return every year.  

Brian Norman hopes his son Jared’s camp will duplicate his 
own childhood experience. “It’s one of my fondest memories,” 
he said. “I’m from the east coast where you went to camp for 
eight weeks. It’s a nice way to learn about Judaism in a fun 
environment. There’s plenty of opportunity to keep busy and 
get outside.” 

Jared Norman wants a place that’s “really fun.” Mayah 
Greenfield and her dad, Scott, chose a camp with 
conversational Hebrew, access to the Pacific Ocean and 
kayaking. “My younger daughter is also going,” Scott 
said. “We wanted a place with a small community 
feel.”

Michelle Koplan, the executive director of B’nai 
B’rith Camp, came with her daughter, Ali. “Camp is 
an immersive Jewish experience for kids,” Michelle 
said. “Everyone wants to belong, and at B’nai B’rith 
Camp everyone does belong. They connect to 
Judaism for life.”

Residential Camp Fair Participants

B’nai B’rith Camp: Located on the Oregon Coast, B’nai B’rith 
Camp serves children and adults of all ages and denominations. 
503-452-3443, bbcamp.org
URJ Camp Kalsman: This Reform Jewish summer camp is in 
Arlington, WA. Campers at Kalsman experience Jewish culture and 
tradition in a safe, challenging, supportive and fun environment. 
425-284-4484, kalsman.urjcamps.org 
Camp Miriam: Part of the Habonim Dror youth movement, Camp 
Miriam is located on a 20- acre waterfront site on Vancouver 
Island. 604-266-2825, campmiriam.org
Camp Ramah: Located in Ojai, CA, Camp Ramah is affiliated with 
the Conservative movement and National Ramah Commission and 
operates under the educational auspices of the Ziegler School of 
Rabbinic Studies at American Jewish University. 888-226-7726, 
ramah.org
Camp Solomon Schechter: Based upon the ideals of the 
Conservative movement and located near Olympia, WA, Camp 
Solomon Schechter has a 60-year tradition of fun, friendship and 
Jewish education in the Pacific Northwest. 206-447-1967, camps-
chechter.org
Tivnu: Building Justice Summer Programs: Spend two weeks of your 
summer making a difference in the lives of others through construc-
tion and other worthwhile projects in Portland. Overnight accom-
modation is provided. 503-232-1864, tivnu.org/summer-program

Day Camps

MJCC Day Camp is imbued with a sense of simcha (joy), kehila 
(community), ruach (spirit) and chai (life). 503-244-0111,  
oregonjcc.org
PJA Discovery Camp is open not only to PJA students, but to any 
child with an interest in having some great summer fun.  
503-244-0126, pjaproud.org/summer

Jewish Overnight Camp  
Incentive Program Comes to Portland
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Sports and 
Judaism all in one 

 JCC Maccabi Sports Camp: 415-997-8844 | josh@maccabisportscamp.org |maccabisportscamp.org

By Deborah Moon

On the website for the new JCC Maccabi Sports Camp 
(maccabisportscamp.org), Camp Director Josh Steinharter 
writes, “As a kid who hoped to one day play shortstop for the 
Yankees, I faced a dilemma every summer. ‘Why do I have to 
choose between sports camp and Jewish overnight camp?’”

Fortunately for like-minded kids today, that is no longer 
a dilemma. Thanks to Josh’s dream and a grant from the 
Foundation for Jewish Camp Specialty Camp Incubator, 
young Jewish athletes can have both camps in one at 
the new JCC Maccabi Sports Camp. During two-week 
sessions at the new overnight Jewish sports summer camp 
near San Francisco, boys and girls in fourth through ninth 
grades can learn more about their favorite sport of choice 
– baseball, basketball, soccer or tennis. The camp combines 
intensive clinics and creative programming to help young 
Jewish athletes advance their skill levels while enjoying 
other sports and camp activities mixed in with the core 
values of a Jewish summer camp experience.

“Parents and campers are thrilled about our new camp,” 
says Josh. “The response has been overwhelmingly positive 

and supportive, not just from families but also synagogues, day 
schools, JCCs and other Jewish organizations.” Josh says the 
reaction he gets most often is either “What took you so long?“ 
or “I would have totally gone to this camp as a kid!”

Though he says there are lots of amazing Jewish camps, 
unfortunately there aren’t enough kids going to Jewish camp. 

“Our hope is to provide that same quality Jewish experience 
by using sports as the hook and vehicle to connect kids to 
their Jewish community,” says Josh. “A successful experience 
at our camp involves a camper leaving with stronger skills and 
confidence in his or her sport and a stronger sense of Jewish self 
and community.”

Josh already has seen how sports can connect youth to 
their Judaism. He served as the delegation head for Team San 
Francisco for five years, including 2009 when San Francisco 
hosted the JCC Maccabi Games. He also led the SF delegation 
to the Maccabiah Games in Israel in 2011.

“Some look at the Games and think of it as just a sporting 
event, but because all the participants are Jewish, it creates a 
unique and special experience, giving kids (an opportunity) … 
to meet peers around the country and learn about other types of 
Jewish communities and practices. … Since the idea of melding 
the worlds of sports camp and Jewish camp had been brewing 
in my mind for years, my experience in the Games helped to 
give the camp more shape and structure, both thematically and 
programmatically.”

Like all JCC Maccabi experiences, the camp culture 
is guided by Jewish values. Sportsmanship, ethics and the 
community-building nature of team play go hand in hand 
with Jewish values. 

Josh says he has many ideas on how to weave Judaism 
into the sports camp experience. “Some (are) as nuanced 
as relating the everyday rituals of playing sports (dressing 
the right way, stretching before games, following rules) 
to the rituals of Jewish life.” Campers will celebrate 
“Shabbat as a separation from the routine week, giving 
athletes a chance to leave their specific sport and rejoin 
the community as a whole.

“One very specific way we are connecting sports and 
Jewish values is by giving every camper who registers 
their own camp water bottle,” says Josh. “Shmirat haguf, 
guarding the body, is one of our core values. By teaching 
the merits of hydration and creating a strong healthy 
body and therefore mind, we are teaching our campers 
how to be strong athletes and strong Jews.” 

Oregon Hillel Foundation Executive Director Andy 
Gitelson grew up with Josh in the Union for Reform Judaism 
camp movement; he is enthused by his old friend’s effort to 
connect children who may not gravitate to some of the more 
traditional Jewish camps. “Josh is amazingly well qualified, and 
I have no doubts that some of the children in our communities 
… could have a truly enriching Jewish experience at his camp – 
and at the end of the day, that’s what is really important.”

For seven years, Josh has held the position of athletic 
program manager for youth & coach development at the Jewish 
Community Center of San Francisco. He is an alum of URJ 
Goldman Union Camp Institute.

JCC Maccabi Sports Camp is a nonprofit specialty camp 
being funded by the Jim Joseph Foundation and AVI Chai 
Foundations in partnership with the Foundation for Jewish 
Camp. JCC Maccabi Sports Camp is a nationally affiliated 
camp of the JCC Association. 

EXPERIENCE
outdoor oregon adventure

jewish connecti ons • sports & theater

lifeti me friendships • endless fun

FIRST TIME
CAMPER?
Up to $1000 

grants available!
www.bbcamp.org



54  MARCH 2014 | OREGON JEWISH LIFE OREGON JEWISH LIFE | MARCH 2014  55

By Suzye M. Kleiner

To the residents of Lincoln City, the Day Camp at B’nai 
B’rith Camp is a hidden treasure. To the Jewish community, 
it epitomizes the spirit of performing a mitzvah and strives to 
achieve tikkun olam. 

Born in 2006 as a trailblazing effort to fulfill a community 
need, BB Day Camp is a thriving, unique camp offering. Not 
only is it unprecedented to have a day camp on the same site 
as an overnight camp, it has been a safe haven for hundreds of 
underserved kids who are gifted a camp experience.

It all started with an arcade packed full of unsupervised chil-
dren. Michelle Koplan, executive director of BB Camp, walked 
past the arcade in the summer of 2004 on her way to a meeting. 
She learned that there were not a lot of childcare options in 
town, let alone camp programs. The arcade served as a default 
babysitter, which didn’t sit well with someone whose mission is 
to enrich the lives of children.

“Day Camp was an opportunity to significantly serve kids in 
Lincoln City while supporting the community that BB Camp 
has called home since 1921,” says Michelle. “Some of the kids 
have little or no food available at home, but they are assured a 
meal and two snacks daily at Day Camp.”

This is not your typical day camp. Because it runs alongside 
the overnight camp, the BB Day Camp uses all of the camp’s 
facilities, activities, programs and professional staff. 

These activities include tubing, canoeing, wakeboarding, 
creative arts, ropes course, arts and crafts, archery, environ-
mental education, athletics, performing arts, swimming lessons 
and recreational swimming in the outdoor heated pool, and 
group games that promote character building, teamwork and 
leadership. 

Sari Tullis, BB Day Camp unit head, says it’s incredible to 
see the enthusiasm, confidence and friendships build day-by-
day. “It’s a great feeling to know that you are changing lives 
through fun experiences.”

The majority of children in the BB Day Camp program are 
from Lincoln City, while some are vacationing in the vicinity. 
The camp runs weekdays for seven weeks and costs $120 per 
week, which is very reasonable for a full day that includes 

CAMP GESHER RETURNS TO ASHLAND

Havurah Shir Hadash and Temple Emek Shalom again join 
hands to give Ashland youth a local Jewish camp option. 
Camp Gesher will be at Havurah Shir Hadash Aug. 18- 22. 
The day camp is open to all kids entering kindergarten 
through seventh grade.

This year, Camp Gesher does not conflict with any BB Camp 
sessions. The theme is Tikkun Olam – Healing the World. 
The camp will have all the usual fun activities such as sports, 
drama, music, dancing, field trips, Hebrew games, a life-size 
board game, scavenger hunts, art and more. This year 
campers will also focus on how together we can improve 
the world in many ways. Social action and environmental 
projects will be included throughout the week. Kids will be 
able to choose what they want to work on and come up with 
their own projects.

For details and to enroll, visit the website at 
CampGesherAshland.com.

For questions regarding camp, contact Camp Director 
Andrea Shupack at 541-218-6766 or  
andreashupack@gmail.com. 

4th Annual BB Camp  
Day Camp Spaghetti Dinner 
May 15: 5 pm tours, 6 pm dinner

Cost $10

Camp tours, wine on the deck, raffle baskets and program 

Donate to: bbcamp.org/donate-now

Mojo Coffee Company will generously match donations

campmiriam.org  |  camp.miriam@gmail.com  
604-266-2825

on Gabriola Island, BC
A Jewish Summer Camp with a Difference

Overnight Hiking Trips

C
a

m
p  M i r i a

m

H
ab

onim Dror

Fun, Friends & Family!

Creative Programming

Theme Days

Shabbat at the Point

Israeli Dancing and Culture

“Never a dull moment —

  having fun every mintue.” 

“A community that is loving, affectionate, supportive—it’s almost magic.” --a 2013 parent

food. Financial aid is provided for families unable to pay this 
amount. 

“BB Camp stepped up to help the homeless and low-
income children in Lincoln City while creating positive 
experiences and lifelong memories for our youth,” says Lincoln 
City Mayor Dick Anderson. “BB Camp is also an economic 
development asset to Lincoln City – they buy locally, hire lo-
cally and employ year-round staff.” 

To help support the need for scholarships, Dick and his 
wife Sue Anderson chair an annual spaghetti dinner fundraiser 
(see inset). The following supporters also help fund the BB 
Day Camp: City of Lincoln City, Siletz Tribal Charitable 
Contribution Fund, United Way, Lincoln County Social 
Services, Oregon Jewish Community Youth Foundation and 
B’nai B’rith Camp Teen Philanthropy Program Fund, and 
MOJO Coffee Company.

“It’s hard to put into words how great camp has been for my 
kids. Camp is a main topic of conversation all year long, as it 
has changed their lives through unconditional love and friend-
ship,” says Connie Davis, a foster mom and grandma who has 
had nine children attend BB Day Camp. “The fun is just the 
icing on the cake.” 

Suzye Kleiner resides in Scottsdale, AZ, and loves spending her summers 
at BB Camp. She has enjoyed the positions of camp store manager, photog-
rapher and writer. 

Day camp at BB Camp is 
a gift to underserved

Let ClubSport 
host your end 
of season 
team party! 

For only $12 per person: 
• exclusive use of restaurant 

• choice of pizza or taco buffet 

• team slide show displayed  
 on HDTV’s 

• beer/wine bar for adults

• microphone for awards

Laura Goldman, Events Director
18120 SW Lower Boones Ferry Road | Tigard, OR 97224

p. 503.968.4528 | e. laura.goldman@clubsports.com 
http://www.clubsports.com/oregon

We fill up fast! 
Call and book today!
503.968.4528
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Elisheva Spivak, 12, and Leah Fischer, 11, right, were 
very popular at the winter funfest as they served up 
cotton candy from the Camp Seed booth. 

Finding Summer Fun at Winter Funfest

Organizations who had booths  
or activities at the fair included: 
B’nai B’rith Camp, bbcamp.org, sswire@bbcamp.org 

Beth Israel, bethisrael-pdx.org, deborah@bethisrael-pdx.org 

Camp Seed, portlandkollel.org, estherf@portlandkollel.org 

The Gan Garrett Jewish Preschool, chabadclarkcounty.com,  
 tzivie@chabadclarkcounty.com 

Gan Israel Day Camp, cgiportland.com, Simi@chabadoregon.com 

Gan Shalom Cooperative Preschool, katherineclyde@gmail.com 

GrapeVine, rachel.rothstein@grape-vine.com 

Maayan Torah Day School, abrodkin@maayanpdx.org, 503-245-5568 

The Gan-Portland Jewish Preschool, mimi@portlandjewishpreschool.com 

MJCC, oregonjcc.org, 503-244-0111 

MJCC Day Camp, Markey, amarkey@oregonjcc.org, 503-452-3433 

Neveh Shalom Foundation School/Shoreshim Young Families 

 lconley@nevehshalom.org, 503-293-7307 

Oregon Jewish Museum, ojm.org, 503-226-3600 

Portland Jewish Academy, pjaproud.org, 503-244-0126 

PJ Library, caron@jewishportland.org 

Shaarie Torah (The Milt & Cissi Carl Preschool) 
 preschool@shaarietorah.org, 503-226-6131 ext. 236

The Oregon Reptile Man brought a troop of rescued reptiles, including this 
American alligator that Oregon State Police rescued in Bend. The reptiles drew a 
line of kids to the Camp Gan Israel booth.

Ali Koplan, 6, makes Flubber at 
Maayan Torah Day School’s booth.

Families flocked to the 
Jan. 26 Winter Family 
Funfest Preschool and 
Day Camp Fair to 
learn about Jewish 
camp, preschool and 
day school options. 
The free event at the 
Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center 
was designed for 
families with kids ages 
6 and younger. Fun 
activities concluded 
with a performance 
by Kim Palumbis and 
the PJA Choir.

BH

www.CGIportland.com | 503.246.KIDS (5437)

Register by March 20 and save 20%

Ages 1½ - 11         
June 23 - August 15, 2014

Joseph Weiner
5 summers
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In celebration of the fifth annual National Day of 
Unplugging from sundown Friday, March 7 to sundown, 
Saturday, March 8, the nonprofit Reboot is asking individuals 
and families to reconnect with each other by putting down their 
smartphones, tablets and computers for 24 hours. 

The NDU has roots in the Jewish tradition of the Sabbath, 
but this modern day of rest was developed for people of all 
backgrounds as a way to bring balance to the increasingly 
fast-paced way of life and reclaim time to connect with family, 
friends and our communities.  

Everywhere you look – playgrounds, dinner tables, sidewalks 
and cafes – people are glued to their phones and tablets, texting 
and emailing or scrolling through Facebook. Children and loved 
ones constantly hear, “Just a minute” or a distracted “Uh-huh” 
as heads are buried into connected devices. This message is 
reverberating throughout our society: our relationship with 
technology is taking over our ability to be present in our 
interpersonal relationships.

“In its fifth year, the National Day of Unplugging is more 
than a day – it›s become an international movement and a 
chance for individuals and families to pause and 
make a conscious choice to connect with the world around 
them,” said Reboot Executive Director Robin Kramer.

NDU balances the value and importance of technology in 
today’s world with the goal of encouraging people to be more 
mindful of their technology use.

Parenting experts warn that digital distractions are harming 
interpersonal relationships, hindering youth from developing 
face-to-face communication skills and teaching children 
that disappearing into digital devices for endless hours is an 
appropriate pastime. Many toddlers even know how to use an 
iPhone or iPad before they can put together a full sentence

“Technology has given us unprecedented opportunity to 
connect and share,” said Randi Zuckerberg, New York Times 
bestselling author of Dot Complicated, whose main character is  a 
technology-overloaded little girl who rediscovers the wonder of 
the outdoors after she is forced to unplug. 

Reboot is offering a package of tips to give families ideas for 
unplugging and sample activities for facilitating tech free time. 
To view the list, visit NationalDayofUnplugging.com. 

 5% discount at fair

“Unplug”  
 and reconnect  
 March 7-8 
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Hayhurst had many families who qualified for the free and 
reduced lunch program, which means they live at or below the 
poverty line. 

By April of 2014 approximately 40% of Hayhurst’s students 
will be from families in this income bracket. 

Along with fellow community members Emily Matza (PTA 
president) and Deanne Froehlich (principal), I am reaching out 
to the Portland Jewish community asking for financial support.

Without the financial assistance of the community, the 
SCC children cannot participate in after-school and evening 
enrichment programs such as Chess Club, choir and Lego 
Robotics, because there is no transportation available between 
SCC and Hayhurst (this includes Trimet). 

In addition to raising money for transportation, we must also 
raise funds for scholarships to cover participation in after-school 
activities, evening programs and field trips – and to provide basic 
needs such as winter clothing, backpacks and, at times, meals. 

I have worked in the criminal justice field for more than 20 
years, and I know that when we as a community help bridge the 
gap for children living in poverty, we as a broader community 
benefit. 

We are proud of our community’s longstanding tradition of 
helping families end the cycle of poverty by creating enrichment 
opportunities for them and their children. 

In fact, two of our community’s greatest champions for social 
justice, Dick Brownstein and Fred Rosenbaum (of blessed 
memory), were the visionaries who first brought affordable 
housing to Southwest Portland.

SCC residents live in the heart of Portland’s Jewish 
community; their neighbors include the MJCC, synagogues, 
the Jewish Federation, Oregon Jewish Life magazine and many 
other organizations. 

Hayhurst Elementary has the highest population of observant 
Jewish students in the Portland Public School District as well as 
a large population of less observant Jewish families. Many other 
Jewish children who attend school elsewhere live in Hayhurst’s 
vicinity and benefit from the school’s campus by taking 
advantage of the its play equipment and field during weekends 
and after-school hours. 

A donation to support these children and this school is tax 
deductible. All of the money raised goes directly to the children. 
We have no overhead costs; we are 100 percent volunteer based. 

Please help us support SCC and Hayhurst with a 
financial contribution. Checks should be payable to Hayhurst 
Neighborhood PTA and sent to: 

Hayhurst Elementary School  
Attn: Principal Deanne Froehlich  
5037 SW Iowa St.  
Portland, OR 97221

Edie Rogoway is a local attorney, parent of a 
Hayhurst student and an active member of 
Portland’s Jewish community.

By Edie Rogoway 
I am the proud mother of a 7-year-old daughter 

who attends Hayhurst Elementary School in 
Southwest Portland. Hayhurst is a wonderful public 

school tucked away in a residential neighborhood on Iowa 
Street at 50th. 

In January Hayhurst welcomed the first group of what will 
be approximately 90 children moving into the Stephens Creek 
Crossing Housing Development, which is situated across 
the street from the Mittleman Jewish Community Center in 
Southwest Portland. SCC is a public housing development 
run by Hope Forward (previously the Housing Authority of 
Portland).

When all 90 of these children have joined Hayhurst by the 
end of this school year, its student body will increase by 30%. 

SCC replaces the 60-unit Hillsdale Terrace, which was 
demolished in 2012. 

All of the children living at SCC come from families living 
at or below the poverty line. Even before the SCC influx, 

Guest Opinion: 
Jewish community should 
help new SW neighbors

Parents Resource Directory

www.CGIportland.com 
 503.246.KIDS (5437)

Register by March 20 
and save 20%

Ages 1½-11 
 June 23 - August 15, 2014

French Tutor
•	 Internationally	trained,	board	certified
•	 Teens,	adults	&	seniors
•	 Individual	or	small	group,	beginner	-	advanced

You’ll	be	speaking	French	in	no	time!

Monica	Daucourt	|	monicadauc@yahoo.com 

Let ClubSport host 
your end of 

season team party! 

We fi ll up fast! 
Call and book today!

503.968.4528
www.clubsports.com/oregon

C e l e b r a t i n g  o v e r  3 0  Y e a r s

503.691.6132
willowbrookartscamp.org

June 24-August 2
9 a.m.-3:15 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

(flexible scheduling, extended care)

See website for discount specials!

Willowbrook
Outdoor Arts Camp Ages 3-18

Theater, Music, Dance, Arts, Crafts,Nature, Ceramics, Photography & More

June 30-August 8

Theater, Music, Dance, Arts, Crafts, Nature, Ceramics, Photography & More
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Life on the Other Side
March 9
Shaarie Torah Senior Dance Prom. Middle school and high school students 
will accompany residents of the Rose Schnitzer Manor to a dance in Zidell Hall. 
Come dressed in your finest clothes. 3-4:30 pm at Shaarie Torah, 920 NW 25th 
Ave. 503-226-6131 or shaarietorah.org

March 15
Tot Shabbats:
• 10:15 am at Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, 503-246-8831 or 

nevehshalom.org

• 10:30 am at Havurah Shalom, 825 NW 25th Ave. 503-248-4662 or 
havurahshalom.org

Shaloha Shushan! Party like a big Kahuna at Neveh Shalom’s Hawaiian-style 
Purim Celebration. (See calendar listing page 70)

Take a Walk on the Wild Side: Exotic Animal Exhibition followed by Havdallah 
and Megillah reading. Desserts and dancing will conclude this fabulous night. 
Donations are welcome. 7:30 pm at Shaarie Torah, 920 NW 25th Ave.  
503-226-6131 or shaarietorah.org

March 16
Community Purim Carnival. 1:30-4 pm at the MJCC. An afternoon of fun and 
laughter with: bounce house, clown show, kids crafts, cotton candy, face painting, 
balloon crafting, fun booths, indoor playground. Sponsored by the Portland Kollel 
and the MJCC. $4 per child age 3 and up, $8 per adult (max $24 per family). 
502-245-5420 or 503-244-0111

March 27-30
NCSY Shabbaton, Berkley, CA. Price is $150. doovie@ncsy.org or  
503-504-1301

March 29
Youth Minyannaires. Youth-led middle school service. 10:30 am at  
Shaarie Torah, 920 NW 25th Ave. 503-226-6131 or shaarietorah.org

Torah Yoga for Preschoolers and Parents. 10:30 am at Shaarie Torah, 
920 NW 25th Ave. 503-226-6131 or shaarietorah.org

Weekly/Monthly Teen Events
BBYO Meetings for 8-12 graders: 7-8 pm, Tuesdays at the MJCC.  
sswire@bbyo.org or 503-345-9451

NCSY Latte and Learn: 7-8 pm, Thursdays at Multnomah Starbucks,  
7737 SW Capitol Hwy. No meeting on March 27 (Spring Break). Latte & Learn 
brings Judaism to local coffee shops and serves up Torah in a relaxed and fun 
setting. doovie@ncsy.org or 503-504-1301

NCSY Monthly Middle School Program. 2:30-3:15 pm, March 21  
and April 4, at the Cafe at the MJCC. doovie@ncsy.org or 503-504-1301

Weekly/Monthly Teen Events
BBYO Meetings for 8-12 graders: 7-8 pm, Tuesdays at the MJCC.

sswire@bbyo.org or 503-345-9451

NCSY Latte and Learn: 7-8 pm, Thursdays at Multnomah Starbucks,

7737 SW Capitol Hwy. No meeting on March 27 (Spring Break). Latte & Learn

brings Judaism to local coffee shops and serves up Torah in a relaxed and fun

setting. doovie@ncsy.org or 503-504-1301

NCSY Monthly Middle School Program.  
2:30-3:15 pm, March 21and April 4, at the Cafe at the MJCC.  
doovie@ncsy.org or 503-504-1301

March 1
Tot Shabbats:
• 9:30 at Beth Israel, 1972 NW Flanders. 503-222-1069 or bethisrael-pdx.org

• 10:15 am at Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane, 503-246-8831 or 
nevehshalom.org

• 10:30 am at Havurah Shalom, 825 NW 25th Ave. 503-248-4662 or 
havurahshalom.org

• 10:30 am at Shaarie Torah, 920 NW 25th Ave. 503-226-6131 or  
shaarietorah.org

Community Minyan/Family Service. 10:30 am at Shaarie Torah,  
920 NW 25th Ave. 503-226-6131 or shaarietorah.org

March 7-9
NCSY Portland Shabbaton. March 7-9, on Mt. Hood. The program includes 
the option to go skiing or snow-tubing on Sunday. Price is $250 (scholarships are 
available). doovie@ncsy.org or 503-504-1301

March 8
Tot Shabbat. 10:30 am at Havurah Shalom, 825 NW 25th Ave. 503-248-4662 
or havurahshalom.org

Ya think?
Recently, I was directing a Purim play I wrote for the 

International Women’s Club here in Israel. We were going to 
perform skits and songs with an irreverent, slightly feminist view 
and combine our Purim party with a celebration of International 
Women’s Day. That’s when I came upon the news that sent me 
to the Megillah searching for the truth.

Vashti, in fact, did not refuse to dance for the King as a mat-
ter of pride. On the contrary, it seems that our Vashti not only 
wanted to dance for King and his cronies, she would have been 
delighted to! But apparently, she had a skin condition and did 
not want to let the others see it. Are you kidding me? Vashti 
didn’t expose herself because she was embarrassed about a facial 
glitch? A pimple? Lack of Botox? A wrinkle? Oh honey, you 
were so misguided.

So … I lower my head in sadness and shame. My hero is hero 
no more. I will celebrate the holiday with a little less joy. I’ll eat 
my hamantaschen and get a kick out of all the celebrations, but I 
will have to find my heroes elsewhere. 

Pharaoh’s daughter perhaps?  
 

That means merriment, costumes, candy, mishloach manot 
(“shalach munous” as we say in the old country) and happy 
kids. In my youth, we went to shul, listened to the reading of 
the Megillah and spun those groggers like crazy – even the 
synagogue’s elders didn’t get annoyed at us (although they were 
noticeably impatient). There was a Purim carnival and costume 
contests (of course Esther, Mordechai and King Ahaschverous 
were the most popular) and great merriment.

 Best of all were the hamantaschen – so yummy! That was the 
only time of the year I saw bottles of lekvar in the house and my 
mother grating orange rinds for the dough and the fascinating 
way she cut circles out of the dough with the little Pyrex dessert 
bowls and formed the triangular cookies that we loved so much. 
And luckily – no poppy seed variety in our home.

Here in Israel, the customs are not much different. The kids 
definitely go for the top celebrities in their costume choices 
(cheap satin on identical costumes abound!) – doesn’t anyone sew 
originals anymore? 

And the hamantaschen here take on a whole new meaning. 
First – they’re called “oznei haman,” as in “Haman’s ears.” Next 
– those fillings! Poppy seed – yes  (unfortunately). Plus, there’s 
dark chocolate, milk chocolate, white chocolate, chocolate chip, 
apricot, raspberry, dulce de leche, apple, blueberry, and on and on. 
Lekvar? Hard to find. I learned to make my own prune filling 
and felt very proud. 

But I just had an epiphany that sort of killed the holiday for 
me – it smashed all my previous beliefs. It broke something in 
me, something I took pride in and bragged about and made righ-
teous statements about. Can you guess? It has to do with Vashti. 
My whole take on Purim has to be re-evaluated. Oh Vashti, 
Vashti, how you broke my heart.

I was one who always identified with the King’s first wife – 
the wife who refused to follow his order to dance naked for his 
guests. She stood her ground and said NO! I loved her even as a 
small child.

Vashti was my first feminist role model. Rather than Esther, 
who saved her people and did all that nice girlie-girl stuff, Vashti 
was my hero. Stand up for your rights! Be who you are! Say no to 
being exploited and paraded around. You are not just arm candy! 
Don’t let a man boss you around. You are woman. You are strong!

by Anne KleinbergPurim Perplexities

Anne Kleinberg, author of Menopause in Manhattan 
and several cookbooks, left a cushy life in 

Manhattan to begin a new one in Israel. Now she’s 
opened a boutique bed and breakfast in her home 

on the golf course in Caesarea. For details, visit 
annekleinberg.com and casacaesarea.com. 

KIDS & TEENS  
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

The Carl Summer Camp
Ages 3-8 • Weekly sessions begin in June

Monday-Friday 9am-2pm (before and after care hours available) 

A different theme each week.

Call 503-226-6131 for details and registration,  
or go to thecarlschool.com or shaarietorah.org

Explore Discover

Fun and 
Friendship

Play

The Carl Summer Camp
920 NW 25th Ave  
Portland, Oregon 97210

Enrollment is now open for 2½-5 year 
olds at The Carl Preschool for Fall 2014.

Join us for  
summer time fun!  Create

Explore, discover, create and play.

It’s Purim time! 

Plus, there’s dark chocolate, milk chocolate,  

white chocolate, chocolate chip, apricot, raspberry,  

dulce de leche, apple, blueberry, and on and on. 
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Toward the end, Peres took questions from students from 
Amal Jerusalem, Amal Tel Aviv and Amal Kseifa, a Bedouin 
town. In his concluding remarks, Peres said, “I am proud of the 
students who broke the record. I had the privilege of being your 
teacher.”

Frigatti, who supervised the proceedings to verify the new 
record, confirmed that a new record was set. “I have an interest-
ing surprise because you’re holding two records; not only have 
you taught a wonderful civics lesson, but you’re also the oldest 
head of state in the world.” He added, “The record set through 
using advanced technology for the sake of education, with the 
president as a special teacher, is an inspiration on a global scale.”

After the record was announced, President Peres thanked 
Guinness World Records, Cisco Systems and the pupils at the 
Amal Schools across the country. He said, “This record should 
really be for all the students who participated, they created this 
record. We have to spread education; this is about encourage-
ment of that goal. The more that can participate in these sorts of 
lessons the better. What we have to do is invest at least as much 
in education as we have in entertainment and make it accessible 
to all pupils.” President Peres smiled and added, “About the 
second record, I suggest people start earlier and not to wait until 
they are my age.”

At the beginning of the class, Cisco Systems Israel 
CEO Boaz Maoz said, “Cisco Israel, at the initiative of its 
Chairperson and CEO Mr. John Chambers, has been working 
closely with the Israeli government over the past year and a half 
in the fields of education, health care, infrastructure, commu-
nications and cyber. The cooperation is aimed at transforming 
Israel into the world’s first digitized country. The initiative aims 
to boost economic growth and reduce inequality gaps using 
technology and communication. As part of this effort we invited 
you, Mr. President, to teach the largest online civics class ever 
to over 200 classrooms and 8,000 students. The class will be 
broadcast using the most advanced technology, which will bring 
leading experts to every classroom in Israel.”

By the end of the class, the figure had of course grown to 
9,000 pupils. Peres is a monumental figure of historical propor-
tions, not only in Israel but throughout the global community, 
and will be the subject of a future column. Though he did not 
say anything that will go down in history and stuck to the 
expected presidential clichés, the idea and the implementation 
are vintage Peres and this is what will be remembered. As Bill 
Clinton said when toasting Peres at his gala 90th birthday party, 
“Shimon, you are the social Einstein of the world. You never 
stop reminding us how special every child is and that we have 
much more in common than what divides us.”  
Mylan Tanzer is a Portland native who moved to 
Israel in 1981. He was the founding CEO of the 
first Israeli cable and satellite sports channel. 
Since 2005, he has launched, managed and 
consulted for channels and companies in Israel 
and Europe. Tanzer lives in Tel Aviv with his 
wife and five children. He can be reached at 
mylantanz@gmail.com.

SCARLETT JOHANSSON STANDS WITH ISRAEL

Just before the Super Bowl, Scarlett 
Johansson parted ways with the 
international charity Oxfam because of 
a dispute over her work for SodaStream, 
a company operating in a West Bank 
settlement. Johansson appeared in a 
SodaStream ad that aired during the 
Super Bowl.

SodaStream is a Tel Aviv-based company that makes 
home soda machines and has its main plant in an Israeli 
industrial park next to the West Bank settlement of Maaleh 
Adumim. In an interview with Associated Press Television 
News, SodaStream’s chief executive Dan Birnbaum, said 
the company does not want to “sacrifice” the jobs of 500 
Palestinians who work in the SodaStream factory “for some 
political cause” of activist groups. 

Oxfam International, a humanitarian aid organization for 
which Johansson had served as global ambassador for eight 
years, opposes all trade with Israeli settlements.

In a statement about her decision, Johanson said, “While 
I never intended on being the face of any social or political 
movement, distinction, separation or stance as part of 
my affiliation with SodaStream, given the amount of noise 
surrounding that decision, I’d like to clear the air.

“I remain a supporter of economic cooperation and 
social interaction between a democratic Israel and Palestine. 
SodaStream is a company that is not only committed to the 
environment but to building a bridge to peace between Israel 
and Palestine, supporting neighbors working alongside each 
other, receiving equal pay, equal benefits and equal rights.”

PORTMAN HELPS ISRAELI YOUTH AID REFUGEES
Israeli-born actress Natalie Portman, 

in Tel Aviv to work on her new film, 
recently heard about a local project to 
aid Syrian refugees and decided to join 
in. The civil war in Syria has created a 
severe humanitarian crisis, with millions 
of refugees and displaced persons in 
constant mortal danger due to severe 
shortages of basic necessities. In 

response to the harsh winter, Dror Israel, the “Hanoar Haoved 
VeHalomed” (Working & Learning Youth) Movement and Israeli 
Flying Aid organized a nationwide humanitarian drive to collect 
life-saving winter supplies. 

The nationwide operation to collect winter supplies 
began in late January and was led by Israeli youth to aid non-
combatant women and children. During the operation, titled 
“Human-Warmth – Israeli youth aiding Syrian youth,” 30 tons 
of winter equipment were collected. The lifesaving equipment, 
including Portman’s donation, was transferred in trucks 
filled with 1,200 boxes, which will be passed onto the Syrian 
refugees and misplaced persons. 

Portman donated part of her personal wardrobe and sent a 
contribution through the operation’s fundraising web site. 

“When I heard about Operation Human Warmth I felt deeply 
moved and compelled to get involved,” she sais. “In the middle 
of a brutal winter, these children have no shelter and their lives 
are in serious jeopardy from the cold. I am proud to take part in 
an operation where Israeli youth of all backgrounds are taking 
action to help out those whom need it most.” 

By Mylan Tanzer

President Shimon Peres does not let his age of 91 deter him 
from attending and addressing several events on a daily basis. A 
few years ago, at one of these events, he was asked if he wants to 
be remembered as a leader who never stopped pursuing peace. 
Expecting a positive answer in some variation or another, Peres, 
as usual surprised everyone present by saying, “I want to be 
remembered as someone who always thought outside the box.” 

On many occasions he has said embracing high-tech and 
advanced technologies is a primary manifestation of thinking 
outside the box. In this respect, Peres practices what he preaches. 
In his last ministerial post before he was elected president, 
he served as the minister for regional economic development, 
where he worked tirelessly to raise the international profile of 
the Israeli high-tech entrepreneurial sector and became the 
main catalyst for advancement in nanotechnology and electric 
cars. Not surprisingly, he was asked by Paul Singer and Dan 
Senor, the authors of Start-Up Nation, to write the forward to 
the book. 

Therefore, it should come as no surprise that last month, 
Peres addressed Israelis using a new, advanced, high-tech 
tool that allowed him to set a new record recognized by the 
Guinness Book of Records. He taught an online civics class to 
more than 9,000 high school students simultaneously, located at 
71 different schools throughout Israel. 

The idea was the initiative of Peres and the Israeli branch 
of Cisco, which developed the video conferencing technology 
called “TelePresence System 3000.” This web-based technology 
possesses remarkably clear video images that allow participants 
to see every expression of other participants, with CD-quality 
audio allowing participants to hear every word. The standard 
system allows multi-point meetings of up to 48 locations. For 
this occasion, Cisco Israel was able to expand the infrastructure 
to reach 71 schools of the Amal vocational educational network 
across the breadth of the country. 

Sensing this would be a seminal event, Cisco and the staff 
of Peres contacted the Guinness World Records company, 
which dispatched Senior Vice President Marco Frigatti. Frigatti 
commented, “We immediately liked this new record idea for 
three reasons. First because talking about civics and talking 
about democracy is relevant for everybody in the world, and the 
contribution we make is so important a topic for the young gen-
eration. The second important aspect was that we had a special 
feature, a person who has seen the country from its origins to 
today, and who better to speak to the students? The third part 
was about the technology, a web-based solution that can be used 
within education to keep everyone connected and informed. The 
number to beat for this record was 5,000 participants, and so far 
we’ve counted over 7,000, which means (they and) the president 
of the State of Israel will be Guinness World Record holders.” 

Addressing both Jewish and Arab students at the 71 Amal 
schools, from Cisco Israel Headquarters in Netanya, Peres began 
by saying, “I am older than you, but even at the age of 91, I can 
still get thrilled, thrilled to see so many of you, thrilled at being 
a teacher and thrilled that by teaching, I am also a pupil. My 
whole life I have been a pupil. I am jealous of you that you are 
students. Why is it so important to be a student? Because to 
learn and know is more important than money, which comes 
and goes. Knowledge always stays.”

During the 45-minute class, Peres emphasized values, equal-
ity, freedom of expression and good citizenship. “Israel is small 
and you, the youth of the country, are competing with the youth 
of the world and you need to excel,” he said. “In each of you 
there is more potential than you think. If you study, you will 
discover that you (will) be better people and achieve things that 
you didn’t think were possible.” Peres continued, “As a citizen of 
Israel, the most important thing is to maintain your values and 
to treat others as you want to be treated. It is easier to love than 
to hate.”

Peres, Cisco and Israeli students set a Guinness record
Celebrity Heroes

[ISRAEL/AN OREGONIAN IN ISRAEL]
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CD RELEASE – Beth Hamon performs at 
her “Ten Miles” CD release party held Feb. 
2 at World Cup Coffee. The event was a 
fundraiser for Jewish Family and Child 
Service. About 30 people packed into the 
intimate NW Portland coffeehouse to hear 
Beth perform selections from her new 
album of original Jewish folk/roots music. 
To learn more, go to cdbaby.com/cd/
bethhamon4. Photo by Sam Swire

CHIHULY EXPERIENCES – On a weekend getaway to 
Seattle last fall Gloria and Jeff Hammer toured the 
Chihuly Garden and Glass Museum below the Space 
Needle. The couple was invited to return in January 
to tour Chihuly’s Lake Union Boathouse and had 
a surprise meeting with internationally acclaimed 
glass artist and pioneer Dale Chihuly. The boathouse 
serves not only as a private showplace for his unique 
collections, but as a workplace where glass is blown 
with rock music blaring in the background. 

MLK DAY AT CBI –Above, Keynote speaker Rep. John Lewis (D-GA) 
speaks at Beth Israel’s annual lecture and service in memory of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Below, from left are, Cantor Ida Rae Cahana, 
Rabbi Michael Cahana, Congressman John Lewis, Rabbi Rachel 
Joseph, Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici and Hon. Michael 
Simon. More than 900 people came to Beth Israel for the seventh 
annual Gospel Shabbat, held on Jan. 17 in the main sanctuary. 
Since 2007, Beth Israel has collaborated with the African American 
communities in Portland to present this lecture and Shabbat 
service honoring the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., his life 
and achievements. Bottom, Cantor’s Chanters (Beth Israel’s youth 
choir) sings with members of the NW Community Gospel Choir, Rep. 
Lewis and CBI Board member Ron Silver (with beard), an attorney 
with the US Dept. of Justice, who was instrumental in bringing Rep. 
Lewis to Beth Israel.

COMMUNITY 
HAVDALLAH – (From 
left) Marcia Gans, Linda 
Harrison and Cantor 
Ida Rae Cahana hold 
the Havdallah candle 
aloft for the annual 
Jewish Women’s 
Round Table Annual 
Community Havdallah, 
which was held at the Rose Schnitzer Manor Saturday evening, 
Jan. 25. Cantor Cahana and her Congregation Beth Israel choir 
conducted the service. Sponsors included: Beit Haverim, Beth 
Israel Sisterhood, Congregation Neveh Shalom, Congregation 
Shir Tikvah, Shaarie Torah sisterhood, Florence Melton School, 
Hadassah of SW Washington, Havurah Shalom, Jewish Family and 
Child Service, Jewish Federation of Greater Portland, Kesser Israel, 
Kol Ami, Mittleman Jewish Community Center, National Council of 
Jewish Women, Oregon Area Jewish Committee, Oregon Holocaust 
Resource Center, Oregon Jewish Museum, P’nai Or, Portland 
Jewish Academy, Robison Jewish Health Center Sisterhood and 
Shalom Bayit/Jewish Community of Central Oregon. 

AFFORDABLE CARE – On Feb. 5, the Oregon Jewish Community Foundation’s 
Professional Advisors Group hosted a lunch meeting at the Multnomah Athletic Club, 
featuring guest speaker Legacy Health President and CEO George Brown, MD, FACP, left. 
With Brown are, from left, Maureen Bradley, senior vice president and chief development 
officer, Legacy Health; Roy Abramowitz, CPA, CFP, shareholder, Perkins & Co and OJCF 
board member; and OJCF Executive Director Julie Diamond. More than 50 guests were 
treated to an informative presentation by Dr. Brown on the Affordable Care Act, during 
which he provided valuable insight into the legislation and its impact upon state and 
local public health systems. OJCF’s Professional Advisors Group, co-chaired by Mark 
Rosenbaum and Brian Suher, brings together legal and financial professional advisors 
who support the foundation’s mission to facilitate a culture of philanthropic giving to 
support the future of the Jewish community. For more information, email Gail Mandel at 
gailm@ojcf.org.

THE Q — Oregon NCSY Director Meira Spivak, 
left, presents the Q trophy to this year’s trivia 
champions: (from left) Sarah Jarrett, Jen 
Piper, Tony O’Brien, Bayla O’Brien, Kyle Moore 
and Damian Huff. Four of the team members 
are from the Enterprise Car Sales team 
while Bayla and Tony are parents of NCSY 
President Raizel O’Brien. The sold-out event 
drew 300 people and raised $69,000 (up 
from $45,000 last year). Proceeds support 
NCSY and JSU programming in Oregon. 
Chantal Rosenthal and Allison Sherman 
cochaired the sixth annual event held at the 
Mittleman Jewish Community Center Jan. 25. 
For information on NCSY and JSU programs, 
contact Spivak at 503-757-3037. 

MEETING THE STARS – Portlanders at Wizard World Comic Con 
2014, the comics and popular arts convention, Jan. 23-25 at 
Oregon Convention Center had the chance to meet their favorite 
stars. McGwire Pinkus meets Walking Dead star Jon Bernthal. Rich 
and Ethan Geller meet Star Trek’s legendary William Shatner.

[FACES]
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GOOD DEEDS DAY MARCH 9
On March 9 join hundreds of thousands of people all over the 

world  who volunteer and help others, putting into practice the 
simple idea that every single person can do something good, be it 
large or small, to improve the lives of others and positively change 
the world. 

Good Deeds Day is an annual celebration of good deeds. In 
May 2007 Ruach Tova (an Israeli NGO) launched the Good 
Deeds Day project with 7,000 Israelis volunteering.  

Portland is participating in GDD for the second time this year. 
Last year 550 people volunteered at 16 different sites in the greater 
Portland region. Local projects are coordinated by the Portland 
Mitzvah Network, a program of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Portland that was created to support individuals, groups and 
organizations around hands-on volunteerism. 

This year 30 project descriptions and registration are available  
at jewisportland.org/gooddeedsday. Preregistration is required on 
that site.

“YOUR JEWISH GENES” PROGRAM SLATED APRIL 9
“Your Jewish Genes,” a free program presenting information on 

the BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene mutation and the impact on Jews 
will be presented on April 9 from 6 to 8:30 pm at the Mittleman 
Jewish Community Center.

One in 40 Ashkenazi Jews carries a BRCA gene mutation, 
nearly 10 times the rate of the general population, making Jewish 
families significantly more susceptible to hereditary breast and 
ovarian cancer. Genetic testing exists to determine if someone 
has the mutation. This program will present information about 
the genetic predisposition, the testing process, options if one tests 
positive and will include the stories of four community members 
who have the BRCA gene mutation.

Komen of Oregon & SW Washington, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Portland, MJCC and Sherie Hildreth Ovarian Cancer 
Foundation will co-sponsor the program, which is part of the 
Food for Thought series of symposium planned as a followup to 
last year’s four-day Food for Thought festival. This year a series of 
programs are planned during the year including Iris Krasnow at 
Powell’s Books March 23 and Yossi Klein Halevi May 12. 

Online registration is available at oregonjcc.org.

 

DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE ADVOCATE GOES ‘OFF THE GRID’ AT 
COGAN MEMORIAL LECTURE 

The Harold Schnitzer Family Program in Judaic Studies at 
Portland State University welcomes Joshua Safran to campus for 
the Sara Glasgow Cogan Memorial Lecture. Safran presents Free 
Spirit: Growing Up On the Road and Off the Grid (Hyperion, 2013), 
his memoir that shows the darker side of the Age of Aquarius. 
Featured, too, will be the film, “Crime After Crime,” which tells 
the story of Safran and his law partner working to free a battered 
woman from prison. 

The free event takes place March 5, at 7 pm, in the Native 
American Student and Community Center at 710 SW Jackson St., 
on the PSU campus. Safran will be selling and signing Free Spirit 
at the end of his talk. 

In 2007, PSU Prof. Emeritus Nathan Cogan created the Sara 
Glasgow Cogan Memorial Scholarship and Lecture in his late 
wife’s memory. The scholarship provides Judaic Studies minor-
degree students the opportunity to intern for a local Jewish com-
munal organization; this year the participating organizations are 
Jewish Theatre Collaborative and the Oregon Jewish Museum. The 
lecture highlights Judaic Studies’ students of merit. 

“A critical element of the Cogan internship is that students gain 
first-hand experience and knowledge of how a community program 
or agency works,” says Nathan Cogan. “Many of these students 
have gone on to graduate programs in history and social work. I 
have sensed these past seven years how grateful they were to study 
in such a dynamic internship and learning environment.”

This year’s lecture guest, Safran, is an attorney who channels his 
passion for fighting against domestic violence into “Free Spirit.” 

Like many in her generation in the 1970s, Safran’s mother was 
caught up in the search for what she believed would be a new age 
of peace and love. But when utopia didn’t flower as expected, she 
found herself pregnant and single, giving birth to Safran amidst a 
coven of witches in a Haight-Ashbury commune and eventually 
in a doomed marriage with a physically abusive alcoholic guerilla/
poet. 

Her restless search for meaning put her on the road and Safran 
spent his childhood hitchhiking with his flower-child mother as 
she tried to establish a revolutionary community off the grid. 

Safran eventually summoned the courage to fight back against 
his stepfather and the bullies who tormented him, and helped his 
mother find refuge in a utopian commune by the Canadian border. 
He also details his own spiritual rebirth and his deep reconnection 
to the Judaism his mother had long ago abandoned. Married now, 
with a family of his own, he continues his legal work on behalf of 
women who survive domestic violence. 

“I’m very honored to be speaking at the Cogan Memorial 
Lecture to celebrate the memory of Sara Glasgow Cogan and her 
righteous work,” says Safran. “Some think of the Pacific Northwest 
as outside the perimeter of the Jewish world but, for me, it 
represents Jewish rebirth. My grandparents were Communists, 
my mother was a practicing witch, but my daughters attend an 
Orthodox Jewish day school. My discovery of Judaism and my path 
back began in the mists of Western Washington and Oregon, so 
the Cascade Mountains are my Sinai.”

pdx.edu/judaic

Through April 20

OJM Exhibit: Sara Harwin-Illuminated Letters: Threads of Connection.

March 1

North End Players Present Lois Lowry’s “Number the Stars.” Additional shows 
March 6, 7, 8, 14 and 15 at 7600 N Hereford Ave. Box Office:  
503-705-2088

Medicare-fully Fabulous! Conceived, written and acted by Wendy Westerwelle. 
7:30 pm by Triangle Productions at The Sanctuary at Sandy Plaza, 1785 NE 
Sandy Blvd. Repeats 2 pm, March 2. tripro.org or 503-239-5919

March 2

Illuminated Letters, Threads of Connections … Exhibit tour with artist Sara 
Harwin. 3 pm at the OJM. Free. Co-sponsored by JFGP Women’s Philanthropy 
and OJM. RSVP: priscilla@jewishportland.org or 503-892-3015

From Immigrants, to U.S. Citizenship, to the American Dream with Robert 
Liebenau. 3 pm at Temple Beth Israel, 1175 E 29th Ave, Eugene. Free; 
donations accepted. 541-485-7218

Jesus, the First Century Rabbi Webinar. Could you Re-claim Jesus as a Torah 
scholar? Or do you recoil? Free introductory webinar at 2 pm sponsored by 
Holy Rascals to continue dialogue and reconciliation between the two religions. 
Followed by five-week webinar; study with book’s author Rabbi David Zaslow, 2 
pm, Sundays, March 23-April 13. $100. Register: holyrascals.com  

Presentation by Ben Murane of the New Israel Fund. 10:30 am at Beth 
Israel, 1972 NW Flanders St. Sponsored by Brotherhood and Social Action 
Committee. Free. bethisrael-pdx.org or 503-222-1069

RESCHEDULED from Feb. 9: Open Hearts = Open Minds, People of Faith 
Supporting Freedom to Marry Open House. 1-5 pm at Lake Oswego United 
Church of Christ, 1111 Country Club Road, Lake Oswego. 503-568-1241 or 
beithav.org 

[HAPPENINGS] [CALENDAR/MARCH]

USED BOOK SALE MARCH 30-APRIL 1
Portland Jewish Academy and Mittleman Jewish Community 

Center will host their annual used book sale from March 
30-April 1 (Sunday noon-5pm; Monday and Tuesday 7:30 
am-7 pm).  Thousands of books of all genres are available, and 
the prices cannot be beat: $2 per book, and $1 for children’s 
books.  The annual, family-friendly sale is well attended by the 
community.  PJA students voted this book sale as their favorite 
school tradition. The event is in the Stern Family Ballroom of the 
MJCC, 6651 SW Capitol Highway, Portland, OR 97219.  For 
more information call 971-270-8775 or email, pjabooksale@gmail.
com or on Facebook at facebook.com/pjaubs. Proceeds support the 
school’s library and family facilities of the MJCC. 

March 3

The Pew Jew in Portland, Do Portland Jews Fit the National Norm? Small group 
discussions over dinner about the findings from “A Portrait of Jewish Americans” 
released by the Pew Research Center as they relate to Portland’s community. 
6:15 pm at The Kennedy School, 5736 NE 33rd Ave. Adults: $15, students: $8. 
RSVP at oregonjcc.org

You be the Judge – Exercises in Jewish Case Law in Temple Beth Tikvah series 
“A Taste of Judaism” by Rabbi Johanna Hershenson. 7 pm at the St Charles 
Hospital event center, 2500 NE Neff Road, Bend. $6. bethtikvahbend.org/
education/adult-education or 541-388-8826

March 4

Cafe Shalom Israeli Folk Dancing 7-8 pm, intermediate instruction, and 8-10 
pm open dancing. 7045 SW Taylors Ferry Road. $10/class and open dance; 
$5/open dance. Each Tuesday. 503-314-1567 or allisuev@gmail.com

March 5

“Free Sprit: On the Road and Off the Grid” featuring Joshua Safran for PSU 
Judaic Studies’ Sara Glasgow Cogan Memorial Lecture. (See page 68)

March 7

Community Shabbat Dinner. 5:45-8:15 pm at Chabad Jewish Center, 9604 NE 
126th Ave., Vancouver, WA. Kabballat Shabbat Services followed by Shabbat 
dinner. Children’s entertainment by Tears of Joy Theater. 360-993-5222 or 
info@jewishclarkcounty.com

PDX Live! 7:30 pm at Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane. Join Rabbi 
Bradley Greenstein, Cantor Deborah Bletstein, Ed Kraus and Klezmocracy and 
special guest Ilene Safyan for this rockin’ service. 503-246-8831
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OJM is the Oregon Jewish Museum, 1953 NW Kearney St., Portland. 503-226-3600 or ojm.org

MJCC is the Mittleman Jewish Community Center, 6651 SW Capitol Hwy., Portland. 503-244-0111, oregonjcc.org

Add events to our calendar at 
ojlife.com. Click on  

“Add an event”  
at lower right of home page.

March 8

Women’s Tefillah. 9:30 am in Beit K’nesset at 
Portland Jewish Academy. Open to all women 
and girls. Kiddush (lunch & shmoozing) follows 
services. ericahg@comcast.net or 503-246-3185

Celebrate the Arts: An Evening of Music. 7-9 pm at 
Temple Emek Shalom, 1800 E Main St., Ashland. A 
captivating evening of music performed by talented 
members and friends of Temple Emek Shalom. 
Admission $20/adult, $5/under 18. Tickets at 
the door, cash or check only. 541-488-2909 or 
office@emekshalom.org

March 9

Good Deeds Day. (See page 68) 

Men’s Club 6th Annual Texas Hold’em Tournament. 
5:30 pm at Neveh Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful 
Lane. Registration includes wine, beer, soft drinks, 
cold hors d’oeuvres, snacks and tournament 
play. $100 for event sponsor; $50 for player. 
Registration due by March 3 ($60 for player after 
March 3). 503-246-8831

Vintage Israeli Folk Dancing Open. 1-2:30 pm at 
the MJCC. Pre-registration by preceding Thursday, 
as there is a 5 person minimum. Members: Free, 
$10 guest fee with member, $15 guest fee. 503-
244-0111

March 10

Legendary Storytelling in Temple Beth Tikvah 
series “A Taste of Judaism” by Rabbi Johanna 
Hershenson. 7 pm at the St Charles Hospital 
event center, 2500 NE Neff Road, Bend. $6. 
bethtikvahbend.org/education/adult-education or 
541-388-8826

It Takes a Village: Supporting Families Caring for 
Elders. 7-8:30 pm at the May Living Room, Rose 
Schnitzer Manor, 6140 SW Boundary St. Presented 
by Cedar Sinai Park in collaboration with Jewish 
Family & Child Service and Sinai Family Home 
Services. Second Monday of each month. Share 
concerns, explore solutions and suggest topics for 
future meetings. RSVP to Deborah Elliott at 503-
535-4004 or deborah.elliott@cedarsinaipark.org

March 11

FILM: Double Feature: Out of Spain – The Spanish 
Connection (Episode I) & Out of Spain – The 
Golden Age (Episode II). Sephardic Film Series, 7 
pm at Ahavath Achim, 3225 SW Barbur Blvd. For 
information, call David Tver at 503-892-6634

March 12

Illuminated Manuscripts at OJM. A contemporary 
discussion about how illuminated manuscripts 
have shaped art and practice. Presentations by UO 
Prof. Kenneth Helphand and Reed Prof. William 
Diebold. 7 pm at the OJM. $8; $5/OJM members 
or students. 

March 15

Shaloha Shushan! Doors open at 6:45 pm at Neveh 
Shalom, 2900 SW Peaceful Lane. Party like a big 
Kahuna at Neveh Shalom’s Hawaiian-style Purim 
Celebration. Luau dinner at 7 pm by reservation. 
$18/adult, $10/child (2-12), $56/family (4 or 
more). 8 pm community havdallah and megillah 
reading is free. Bring kitchen utensils and pots and 
pans to bang to drown out the villain’s name – then 
donate them to Community Warehouse!  
503-246-8831

Blazing Schpiel: A Mel Brooks Purim. Appropriate 
for adults and teens. 6 pm at Beth Israel, 1972 
NW Flanders. Bring kitchen utensils and pots and 
pans to bang to drown out the villain’s name – then 
donate them to Community Warehouse! bethisrael-
pdx.org or 503-222-1069

After Hours Candlelit Concert. Emerging performers 
play accessible modern classical works illuminated 
only by candlelight at Saint David of Wales 
Episcopal Church, 2800 SE Harrison St. at 11 pm. 
Includes David Schiff’s jazz-saturated “After Hours” 
suite for flute and piano and Aaron Berenbach’s 
train-inspired Rekevet Yisrael. Admission is pay 
what you will. afterhoursconcert.blogspot.com/

Take a Walk on the Wild Side: Exotic Animal 
Exhibition followed by Havdallah and Megillah 
Reading. Desserts and dancing will conclude this 
fabulous night. Donations are welcome. 7:30 pm at 
Shaarie Torah, 920 NW 25th Ave. 503-226-6131 or 
shaarietorah.org

March 16

Engaging Israel: Religious Pluralism and Human 
Rights with Rabbi Yitzhak Husbands-Hankin. Also 
April 6. 1-3 pm at Temple Beth Israel, 1175 E 29th 
Ave., Eugene. $20/TBI member; $28/guest (fee 
includes materials). Register by March 13: 541-
485-7218

March 19

Chit Chat and Charoset:  A Taste of Passover. 7-9 
pm at Shir Tikvah, 621 NE 76th Ave. Open to all 
women. Free. Co-sponsored by JFGP Women’s 
Philanthropy and Shir Tikvah. RSVP: priscilla@
jewishportland.org or 503-892-3015

March 22-April 12

Jewish Theatre Collaborative presents A Pigeon & a 
Boy. (See page 12)

March 24

“The Sorry State of American Politics.” Reed College 
Public Policy Lecture Series featuring Norman 
Ornstein. 7 pm at the Vollum Lecture Hall, 3203 SE 
Woodstock Blvd. Free. reed.edu/ppls

March 26

Night of the Maggid. 7 pm at the OJM. Frannie Brice 
meets The Baal Shem Tov at “Starbucks: When 
real life becomes a hassidic tale.” An afternoon 
of personal stories with Cassandra Sagan, Batya 
Podos and Donna Erbs. $8; $5/OJM members and 
students.

March 28

North Coast Shabbat Group services. 8 pm at 
the Bob Chisholm Senior Center,1225 Ave. A, 
Seaside. Services are usually held on the last Friday 
of the month. This month’s service will be led by 
Cantor Ida Rae Cahana of Portland’s Congregation 
Beth Israel. Info: Bev Eastern, 503-244-7060

March 30

Third Annual Musical Retreat: “Songs of Freedom” 
Benefit Concert for Salem Chabad. (See page 16)

Packing Your Caregiver Success Kit. 1:30-3:30 pm 
at Rose Schnitzer Manor, 6140 SW Boundary St., 
Portland. RSVP by March 23 at 503-535-4004 or 
roseschnitzermanor.org

March 30-April 1

Used Book Sale. Hosted by PJA and the MJCC 
(Sunday noon-5 pm; Monday and Tuesday 7:30 
am-7 pm). Free admission, $2 per book, $1 for 
children’s books. 971-270-8775 or pjabooksale@
gmail.com or facebook.com/pjaubs  (see page 69)

April 1

Chit Chat and Chocolate in the “Southern Burbs.” 
7-9 pm at the Clubhouse in Summerfield, King 
City. Open to women and their daughters (middle 
school and up) in Portland’s Southern suburbs (ZIP 
codes: 97007, 97062, 97068, 97070, 97032, 
97140 and 97224. Women living in other areas 
also welcome.) Free. Sponsored by JFGP Women’s 
Philanthropy. RSVP: priscilla@jewishportland.
org or 503-892-3015

April 5

Table and Chair Affair. Fundraiser for Community 
Warehouse. 6 pm at Leftbank Annex, 101 N 
Weidler. $100. Reservations by March 15: na@
communitywarehouse.org or 503-235-8786



Oregon Holocaust Resource Center
presents

For a complete list of events and to RSVP, visit  
www.ReshapingtheWorldPostHolocaust.org 

or call us at 503-245-2733

RESHAPING THE WORLD  
AFTER THE HOLOCAUST

a weekend of learning
APRIL 24-28, 2014

from ashes to strength        

RESHAPING the WORLD  
AFTER the HOLOCAUST

a weekend of learning
APRIL 24-28, 2014

with
RABBI YITZ GREENBERG & BLU GREENBERG

Renowned Jewish-Christian and Holocaust scholar Rabbi Yitz Greenberg 
and noted Jewish feminist Blu Greenberg  
will be the featured speakers for this community experience benefiting 
the Oregon Holocaust Memorial and Education Fund.

Please join us for this ecumenical series of presentations, classes, and 
commemorative events around Portland - open to all.

weekend activities include
Community Shabbat Services
Study Session - Teaching the Shoah to Children
Fundraising Dinner and Havdalah Service
Study Session - The Role of the Bystander
Tours of the Oregon Holocaust Memorial
Study Session - The Holocaust Factor
Holocaust Remembrance Programs
and more
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® THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.
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